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One Common Goal

A Hero to lead them

A witch as a guide
Eagles to defend them
From every side

A Doctor to heal them
A Star to strengthen
A secretive father
And afallen idol

A camp of refugees
With skeletons to rival

A group of gifted teens

A clan of closeebff women

An army of Eagles

With acommon goabmongthem

To save their future
To stay, tosurvive

To continue recovering
To push, taneverhide

Theold Governmernt

Coming to reclaim

From thepast

Theydl deliver more ofthe same



Safe Haven will staridunited

Or they will fall.

Once again, the bad guys are coming
Determined to end it all

If they can take avitch,

Or a few gifted teenagers

Safe Haven Refugee Camp

Will be in the hands of strangers



Part One

AA period of adjust ment
during a change in leadership, but not everyone can
afford the | ost discoveeif That
theyodére worth iAdoan Michel ng a't
Former leader of SHRC



Prologue

The war has begun to change us.

The ment al cli ffs iweobve I
horrors we now hold insidare nothing compared
to the physicae vol ut i ons. We dr e he

more determined, but also weaker because we need
each other so much more. It creates vulnerabilities.
Wedr e angrier, as wel |
government survived and we
remain free. rddednatae, diract ed s
attacks from crazed refugees, and personal hatred
inside our own borders, but all of that was to
prepare us for this moment
left of the great American herd.
And I 6m scared.
They are going to come fdrimi these people
will know everything in a short timand Adrian
will be unprotected except for the Eagles. That
wonodét be enough to defeat
get ahold of Adrian, the entire world will finish
falling. His powers are so magnetic he abule
used to draw in every gifted person on the planet.
With all light gone, all hope, our civilization will
crumble. | have to ask something of Marc,
something that will torture him. | need him to help
me save the man he wants to Kkill.



Chapter One

Concentrated Chaos

June 36
Toltec State Park
Scott, AR

1
ﬁ Rven to Kyle. Have someone escort Conner
to the medi cal tent . O
ACopy. O
She | ooked at Nei | I n ant

She reminded him so strongly of Marc on his
second day in Safe Haven that Nenhiled despite
the heaviness in his heart
t he answers. o

Angel a planted her feet
Adrian do so many times, and found the stance
al most comfortabl e. AHI t m



At the moment, Neil had little doa. The waves
of determination rolling from her were strong
enough to bolster his own

camp security. Stays doubl
AYes. O

AWedre taking in new arr
know they might be assassi
AYes. My s el f Jennif€mathat i e,
ordeiiwi | | go through t hem. |

they wait. o

Neil hoped that would be a standard now. They
coul dnot t ake any mor e c I
government coming.

Subtly reading those closest to her, Angela
opened a fresh layerf concer n. Al t w
him, Neil. They know about Conner, and about me.

One careless slip or force
on their radar for Jennife

ATheyol | t ake al | of y |
horrified.

AANnd t hen kielrle.t Hhe 6t hwéra:
when thereds an outbreak. o

AOt herwise 1t spreads. o

AYes, but they donoét und
freedom doesnét belong to

camp. ltés a birthright; v
She glanced around, including ethnervously

|l i stening Eagl es. ATheyOor e
this camp. I 61 | die first.

Neil held out the notebook for her to read the
next item on his list.



Where does she stand on the Gov issue?
Angela took his pen and quickly scratched two
words.

With Adrian.

Neil slid the notebook into his pocket and
waved Zack over. AHeds you
the day. Il f you dondt see

trigger your alarm. o

Before she could question, Neil motioned to an
Eagle in the t tigfeommwsetree cou
they stood.

AThat 6s Shawn. Héftesh your
out of Marcds class and ea
you dondét want them shot,
new peopl e. 0

Angel a agreed curtly. Wi

AKevin wil/| g ngs,oamcetmen a c o

youol | be on your own. o
Kevin immediately asked what many were
already wondering. AYoudve
X0?0

AAdrian gave him that pl:

Neil hid a smirk at the prepared answer and
gestured for Kevin to continue. Heaw getting a
crash course on being an assistant to someone in the
chain of command. Neil and Kyle had gotten their
lessons from Kenn and hated every minute of it.
Kevinds would be better, t
considering the circumstances.

AWe zeayoudve had. .. o0



Alrealize, 06 Nei l correcte
that had always | ayered Ke
ARnThe sl ot comes with the
fame. 0O

Kevin cleared his throat
almost no time to adjust, but the fasy@eu settle

three things, the easier t
Angela | i ked 1t that she
was unsure exactly what to do. She answered

reasonabl y. AYou tell me ,

from there. o

Kevin blinked. HeUddared yeah
his throat agai n. AYour C
rules and punishments, and a meeting where you tell
the camp those things. o

Angel a raised a brow. Wl
Kevin made a face. AThat
Angela was eagertorisetotbéhal | enge sF

been gifted with. APicking

are on the same ticket. The second is getting the

camp to approve my choices
Neil was impressed. He and Kyle had thrown

that i n with no reatherhopes
cl ever wording. AThilr d I
getting it to all work. o
Kevin frowned. AnDo you

going to get their approva
Angela peered toward the medical tent, able to

feel Adrian hanging on to a temporary alertness so

he could heaher say she had it covered. He was

ready to give up.



Yes the witch confirmedHe brought Conner
here and gave you control. He will not keep fighting
without a goal...and those who cannot find hope will
not survive.
It was a mirror of what the witchad told her
back in Ohio. Angela glanced at the men waiting
nervously for her answer.
She retreated before they could respond. Of
course, she knew how to do it. She had to save
Adriandéds | ife, |l ead Safe H
start settng them inside. During that time, she also
had to convince the camp to accept the magic in
their midst and help fight the government troops
that would come.
Kevinds face was red as |
di dndt know they were test
Angela shrugg d . AThey got you t
AYeah. 0o He grunted. AThi
t hought theydd recommend m

ARecommend? | get a choi ¢
ASur e. Nei | said youdd p
who you prefer for your

what pl beenshovedctidia

Angela filled in the title with grave pride.
APer sonal assistant to th
Refugee Camp. 0

Kevinds mind went to pl a
than to mourn. Those days would come around
again. They were working hard on it evem w . A |
wonoét be mad i f you | et me



or someone who already knows how the inside stuff
wor ks. o

From that, Angela understood Kevin had been
given the chance at a place all the men would want.
He was being rewarded for his steadfast
perfamance in Little Rock, she was sure, but there
was a feeling it might be more.

Al mean it. | wondt be mae
experience for this.o
She grunted. AThat makes

ducked into the medical tent and went to Adrian,
ignoring all hose observing her. There were only
Eagles in this tent, plus John, Anne, and Conner.
The time for hiding what she was, at least with this
group, was over.
Angela raised a hand ove
body; the witch scanned him.
Dying, came the prompt angwn Poison and
infection.
| have to have Adri an.
guidance.
You know the price?
| do.
And you pay it willingly?
Marc will be Charliedbds |1
Yes. Fathers have the same gifts.
And Adriands righ
notebm k ? That ... Mar co
everyone else?
Yes.

t about
S been



Then save Adrian. If the need ever comes, Marc
will cover Chatrlie.

As you wish.

Now?

You havenot recovered en
hours.

He may not have that long.

Adrian di dnloe swearksed blhud w
far under she coul dnot rea
it hold?

Angela turned toward the cooler and got a bottle
of water. The more she drank, the faster the
chemicals would leave her system. She searched
herself briefly over the choice tsave Adrian and

found a strange chill t hat
She should be devastated Marc had lied, but she
wasnot. She hadnodét been ev
read that curtly scribbled paragraph.

For personal reasores, | 0\

what Marcbés hiding. When s
through the filters, does she miss the meaning
i ntentionally? | wonder [
along and allowed him to hide it because she knows
what an ugly burden it is to be born this way.

Yes, she dl understand the price of power, but

t hat wasnodét how it had hap
she hadndét suspected at al
had fit Adriands | eader shi

to be overlooked by the boss man. That had been
her first cliel that Adrian found Marc useful enough
to take advice and use him in FND work. Then,



sheb6bd noticed Marcos way v
heard him using it. Moments from their childhood
had flashed her to the mag
to how heodtoahevsowsll. By thel e r s
time the glow had happened, it had only been a
confirmation that sheo6d be
then. That was why shedd n
they both would have had to face his lie.
Dribbling water, Angela wiped her moutimch
mind clear as John joined her. She had work to do.
Specul ation and conversat.
him ready to go out for evening mess and then get
him prepped. Wait as long as you can to call me. |
stil | have drugs in my blo
i Cnawe get another water truck and two more
tents set up? A few of the patients can be switched
out to give privacy and sp
Thrilled to be getting a cover story with the
request, Angela was able to sound almost cheerful.

AYou, doctor, banghpoe wano
She hated witnesses.

John grunted, wunable to
the cure for Cancer ?0
Angel a vVviewed him 1in di

Al ready?590
John took off his glasses, rubbing restlessly at

the frame. AThis i1 s a par!
The chemical s weor e absor
think. o



Angela asked the question that now mattered

mo s t to her. AHoOw many pe
termi nal cancers?o
John di dnot me et her 0b s
than a dozen, with twice t
O h , my god! o Was this c
Adriands notebooks? fAThat o

AAl most a sixth of them. ¢
Angela turned to stare toward the camp she
could hear waking. One in six. There was no way
she could help them all.
AHe said t odrdweinhthebaiou n o't
swim through it.0
Angela tried to breathe
drowning in pity she was furious. How dare fate

take yet another cut! John
warm comfort she shrugged
Youol | have him ready?090

AFor both appointments. O
on. AYou know heol | be grc

mi ght see through his act.
Angela sighed, moving for the flap to relay the

doctordos needs to Kevin. A
would rather be with his people thanywhere else.

Hedél |l pull strength from t
but theyoll be the ones wh

Angela ducked out of the medical flap with guilt
and anger fighting for room in her heart. They had
five men inside with serious gunshot wils, one
with a high fever of unknown origin, and three with
minor bone breaks. It had been a rough mission.



Twenty-four confident, eager men had gone into
that city with her. That number had come out, but
none of them were the same.

AWhat should | do?0
Angela let Cynthia stay close as she left the
medi cal t enity.ouGeet itnh ec htaerag
one. I want the kidso gr ol
Have them scan every living thing that gets close to
t his camp. Wh e n thereds a
patrolling the perimeter with the senior Eagles.
Make it c¢clear they do as t
to being camp kids. We war
need it should be the unde

Cynthia left without looking at Kevin.
AWe hear from Kenn yet?o0
Kevin made a motion to the perimeter man and

got a quick response. nHe
but not since. o

A want him first when h
gave an order without real
here for it.o

Al will .o

Angela spotted Mitchinthe o f f ee | i ne.

di fferent. o

Kevin filled her in on Mitch, the group fistfight,
and gave her an update on Dog. Neil had shoved a
paper into his hand while he waited at the medical
flap for her.

Angela wanted to spend a few minutes thinking
about allth ee reports, but s he
time. The problems with their animal population



~

would also have to wait. i
Go visit these people and

used their skills instead
Kevin recorded thenames and left. These
women had nursing skills,

Di dnot they know they wou
members? Kevin was still pondering the weakness
fear created as he crossed into the main camp.

Angela spotted Marc across the distariCleat
was another change she wanted to explore, but she
headed for the little mess instead, where Li Sing was
directing food into the smaller bins. She needed to
study the area for a minute. They had to be careful
not to let the camp know how injured Adrisras
and that required a good illusion.

ACoffee?0

Angela smiled gratefully as Li Sing hurried to
push a steaming mug into her hand.

ASit, eat. o

Angel a wasndét going to, [
baked bread caught her nose and pulled her onto the
bencht fiiddrusa minute. 0

Li Sing went to carve a thick slice.

Angela took her notebook out. Around her, the
camp and QZ were slowly waking. It was okay to
steal a personal minite o met hi ng she ha
since before going into Little Rock. Later, it would
be impasible.

AButter ?0

Angel a tore off a smal/l (



The warm bread was perfect, and she found
herself sitting quietly instead of viewing the notes

andtedo | i st shedd made. The
coming to life was...magical.
AYou | ook liitke him. Stop

Angel a didno6t gokesaw bea Ky I
came through the netting around the Ammess.
He filled a tray with enough food and drinks to
outfit a small army, and Angela gave him an
approving nod as he slipped right back out. Kyle
was offdutynow.l¢ 6d mor e t han earn
Crack!
A number of people flinched at the distant

t hunder . |t was something
months.

AYeah, t hat ti ming figul
bitter. Theydd known rain

would have prepared for it.
As if to mock the assumption, a stiff breeze
began rustling the papers in her notebook.
Angela pulled the pen from the holder. Her
minute was up.

2
AHow i s he?0
Chris jumped at the hostile voice, backing away
from the food bowilPehidddt)
|l it ke there wasnodot even a f
Marc scowl ed. AMaybe ther



Chris retreated as Marc came closer. It was easy
to guess the man was upset. The vet grabbed for a
calming trigger. AHowOos Ad

Marc growled.

Chris cowered along the tent WwaMWrong
button!

Dog was instantly alarmed at the waves in the
tent . This wasnot the mast
This was the Maririavho Dog happened to loathe.

The wolf wasndot sure what
fight. The last thing he remembered was fajlion

top of the pile he had already killed, as more of them
attacked.

Marc clenched his fists, throwing out a cold
warning. Alf anyone suspec
| 611 talk to about 1t.0

Chris stammered out a §pr
enough for Marc.

A Tat includes the chain of commard| | of it

Chris understood, but unlike the Eagles, he
wasnot bonded with Adri an
another world, he and Marc might even have been
some semblance of friends. Considering who this

hard man was sleepingi t h, It woul dn
now. ATheyol !l think it was
It . Keep him in here for a

Satisfied, Marc delivered a last blast from his
anger supply. AMi tch told
around t he ni ghtheakihgintohe si
that when shit settles down around here. Now get
out . o



Chris fled, shaking with fear and anger. Marc
thought he could make changes while Adrian was

laid up, did he?
N But he di dnot notice he
been able to leave thewdlfo s uf f er . Mar c

had done wonders, saved the animal, but the vet had
also contributed.

Chris hurried toward the animal trailer; mind a
furious maze of secrets ar

And when | do, she wonoét w
Marc knelt to strke the wolf, not reacting to
Dogdbs reluctance. The anin
the difference, but Marc had no choice in how he
handl ed the vet. Adri anobs

barely worked on Chris before. This required

sterner measur eamgthamildaryh e 6 d
man inside forward to do i
me an , even to those he mis
|l t wasnot i n his nature.

Dog relaxed as the air of menace faded. He
enjoyed the rub Marc was delivering. Dog wished
he could speak thlarc, as he did some of the others
here. He needed to express his gratitude, but more,
to warn Marc.

Mar c knew Dog was speci
Adrian put the wolf to work and been glad. He, too,
understood what it meant to be needed, to have a
place

ABut mdhis one. o Marc fro
too heavy. | t 61 I use us bo



Dog nudged Marcodés hands.
wi shing he could talk to D
hedd say, other than to as
name he preferred. After all theseaye s , 6Dogb
rude. The big animal was much more than that.

Dog strained, not sure if it could be done, but
willing to trye

Marc stilled at the new sensation. He knew what
it wag someone inexperienced trying to find a line
in... Sudden intuition made himrop his mental
walls.

Take her and ruimow.

Marc drew his gun, even though he connected
the deep voice to Dog al mt
the threat?o

In the medical tent, about to be healed.

Marc winced, hol stering.
spokenand hat 6 s what you pick?

Dog blew out a damp sno\ warning to get

your mate and go, while yo
valuable?
Marc sighed. Al't would b
Know. O

Dog glanced up in confusion.
Marc forced the woheds ou

i's |imited. | dondét know w
would possibly change it without hurting all these
peopl e, but | know sheol |

she wonét be satisfied. o
Dog di dnot know what t o
obvious.Why would you accept ttia



Al havenot . | 61 1|
unt i | she says she
gone. O

Why would you go through so much pain for
something you have no hope of keeping?

AfLove sucks | i ke that, D
a choice. o0

Dog camsideredLike the breeding heats.

i ght f
S done

(@) Ju—,

Marc was startled i1 nto e

guess. You have no choice,
Dogwhinedlowlyl 6 d hurt you, if
way.

Marc understood. Some things just pulled a
male like that.
What will you daafter?

Marc grunted. ANo i dea.
hurt, take off and roam this dead world, blow my
brains out. .. |l tds hard t

shook off the depression.
to enjoy every second she gives me. | had no idea
what | was missing. | thought | did, but Angie

willing is...0
Dog whined again, burying his head under a

large paw.
Marc | aughed. ASorry. o
Dogrolledoverl 61 | stay out of s

Marc was reminded of his secret, but Dog
already knew what heamted there too.

| would never volunteer such information.

Marc didndot want to ask,
she questions you directly



Dog, who was sure telling Adrian those
forbidden things had caused his ndaath, made
his choice quicklyl  wt@nmswer in any way that
would imply | was healed.

ACan she.. .0 Marc sighed.
of your mind?o0

She wonot need t o. | f I
know itdés to protect someo

AShe wonot think of me . O
secrets fronher.

What happens when she finds out?

Not if, but when. Marc stood up and left the tent
without answering.

When Angela found out he was like her and had

been all along, that heod
because hedd feared hehe sa
finally realized hed6d been

theydébd known each other, I
of the end for them. That was a pain she would
never be able to forgive.

As Marc came from the tent, he spotted Cynthia
herding a small group otluctant, bleary shadows
through the fog. At | east
duty. Between Angela and that teenage mess, Marc
wasnot sure he had the wor
stick.

3
AWhy us? Wedre not traine
Cynthia didnot te@nagers r . N
had liked being dragged from their warm cots.



ACandt we at | east have
u p Ewen Charlie was grouchy. He was missing his
morning time with Tracy. This was the only ten
minutes he could steal with her. Later, the camp
would ke too active.

Cynthia stildl di dndét r es|
one of them asked a question that mattered.
Al snodt this a job for t

Jenniferwas moving slower than the others. Her
back was aching.

Cynthiads continusalekn si | e
kids; the complaints began to fly uncensored. When
it got loud enough to draw attention, Cynthia
stopped and turned around. She looked at Charlie,
but each of them felt her silent scold.

Charlie didndét <cave. A We
anything! Afterall the fighting here yesterday, any
groups that were around to

Cynthia gestured toward a cloud of dust coming

from the west. AJust the
proven repeatedly that we can defend ourselves,
t heyol | come i n hamawantser no

you here, officially. If it goes well, this might be a
regul ar post. o

Charli e caught the hint.
who gets in and who doesnbé
Cynthiahad forgotternow Angela had told her

to handle it. AnYes. We ne
here. o

Under standi ng t-Wwoaki thei t w a
group stopped complaining.



Cynthia went on. AnThe f

youol |l sit The guards wi l
for you to do paper wor k. M
Charlie turned to Jenni f
in while Matt and Becca distract them. Between the

t wo of us, we 6| | ferret ou
Jenni fer was al l for It .
or something, for the ones
A Wha't about a code | i ke

was eageto be more important than the Eagles
AThat way our men can get
Cynthia listened, hearing the satiportance,
thetoes t r i ct | aws emerging.
needed. When the teenagers began openly
discussing life and death, Cynthia rentmred her
Il nstructions and under st oc¢
wanted it handled this way.
AStop it!o The reporter
t hought, when you find som
to ask yourself w @yaithia Adr i
heldupacurtfingeragaist t he protests
havenot beesn Madedoberadedec
and death, or who stays and goes. Angela and
Adrian do that! Yowuol !l fil
them to a QZ tent, and | et
a problem. You will notdirectly confront anyone
about anything you pick up or Angela will send you
back to the training tent.
Complete silencecame layered in hostile
glowers.



Cynthia didnot know what

know what? | 6m going to gc
byt el ling you this jJob matt
to tell her | Qyhthiasstomped 60 s a
away.

AHang on! o

ADondot! o

She stopped, but di dnot
knew you guys wereno6t read
|l t s no bi g danathersixyhonthe | | t
before you get the next chance ahdny o u 6 | | do
gr eat Slemresumed. her steps, fully prepared
to report exactly that.

Charlie waved the others toward the QZ desk
with a | ow whisper. AWai't

He hurriedideo Cynthiads ¢

The reporter tried to block her thoughts by
thinking of the brick wall from Village of the
Damned.

AThat doesndét work on me
to hide the bomb that way. We might know
something was there, but until enough brick
crumbl ed, hyowd@dd ama vag et. 0

Cynthia glanced over in mild surprise. Not only
did Charlie make it a habit to never talk to her, he
al so didndét talk openly ab
his mom. Even in the lessons, which were being
called the Jr. Eagles, he was careful.

AMank you. O

Cynthia stopped to give him a searching look.
AFor your mom, Tright?o0



Charli e nodded. A | was r
and | realized | hadnodot sa
Only two other people giving her those words
had meant more. Cynthia felt her heart expaine
shoved away the teary emot
them. If you want the things | think you do, the legal
bonds with certain peopl e,
Charlie knew she meant Traclor that bond,
he would work their team into the ground.
Cynt hi a d&kgoteewto lsinhSheéturned
to glare at the other kids
them has triggers inside those intelligent minds.
When you hit one, remember and use it ruthlessly.
Theydbve been complete str
refugees, and even frienddow, make them your
team. 0O
Al need to think.o Charl.|
here and do it, or should I put them to work and do
It during?o
Cynthia leaned against the water tanker.
AWhich way would be more e
Charli e consi dleastplah.outii | f |
this first day, I coul d w
after the shift.o
ARnGood. Why not send your
trays to bring with them a
Charlie liked it that his first order would be well
recei ved. AThanks, Cyn. o0
Cynthia froze at the nicknameshe quickly
turned around before she started crying. Being
accepted still felt odd.



Chapter Tvo
Honest Lies

K enn pulled into the QZ parking lot just before
lunch, annoyed andiorried about more thajust
Adrian. Hed already checked in with thenpaeter
men over the raddrgtuned,veryo
but no onewas hereto update him. He peered
around in confusionWhereis everyone?

Crack!

Thurnder had the camp scurryingkenn saw
Eagles racing to secure things. Tarps were going up,
animals were being brought in, and the perimeter
shift was still doubled. It appeared nml for the
situation, but Kenn knew it wa@n

Hed been sent away. Why? Becaldarc was
in chargenow? Kenn was braced to accept it, so



long as he was still the XO when this was all over.
Adrian promisednethat
Kenn left his gear in the truck, not suhe
wouldnd be ordered rightback out on another
meaningless run. He headed for the medical tent,
but before he got there, Angela came through the
QZ with Kevin and Samantha on her heels. Kenn
strained to hear them.
nYes, t o and shut tlefQZ tekkohalfe
an hour before dar k. From
food and water, get a sheet on any medical issues
they have that canwait, and tell them w& open
at 8am. o
ADo you want security o
overnigh? o
Angela paused ta@onsiderKe vi nds, que st
then made the choi&Gvwant AYes
to scare even one of them
As Kevin left, Samantha took over the
guestioning. ANei | sai d t
answer on the first three
A T e |lillto cbokthem all off send the music
players out and dig up some greliday fireworks.
Thadl buy us more time. They have to have contact
with Adrian before they get the official word on
who he gave command to. Iftheythiwke 6 r e hi di 1
his death, the mightr i oAngela moved out of
sight
Kenn noticed how much quiet protection she
had, including Adriaés personal sniper His
mouth dopped openi He gave it to he



Mocking laughter came from nearby.

AAfter al | the training
think he wouldd@ gi f t her that wa)
watching her soak it up like she was born a
Mi tchel ?20

Kenn turned slowly to findMarc lounging
against the water truckienn prepared to fight for
his place if it was needed.

Marc threw in a bit of explana, hoping to be
sure of Kennds intentions,
Now wasnodét the time for ba
lost your chance at leadersl@pvhileago. So have
most of the top men along the way. Other tHan

rookie teams, defit avldosmighit h e o n
hesitate to pull a trigger
Kenn didndét respond

Marc straightened. AThe
woul d have known this was
Kenns f ace darkened. A a S
youi n charge, asshole. 0
Marc smirked, mawromgg o f f
On a | ot of things. o

Kenn saw Daryl fall into the shadows, staying
even with Marc, and understood what hadreen
said. Daryl, on the few occasions thgyeen fit to
protect him, had been Ke@msniperSafe Havets
leader and XO were protected by the top teams.
Angela and Marc were in control. It was his
nightmare comérue.

Kenn stayed still, running it through the filters,
trying to accept. It wagistuntil Adrian recovered...



When the Marine finally moved, itas to find a
line of Eagles waiting.

Kenn roll ed [insed angthers . A |
i ntervention. 0O

AThat w a pleadant lwheange Angela
came from behind him, looking tired and glorious
under stress. Kenn hated her.

AHow was the trip?o0

Kenngr unt e dwo rikMadk e

Angel a st ay e dm sofryeabdut AY e
that. Adrian thought it was best you were away
when everything happened. o

fAdrian? O

Angela lit a cigarette i gnori ng Kenn
tone She&d been awakéor four hours and she was
already bat. How did Adrian do this dayn and
dayout? i Adri an made the, call
thoughhe made it clear | can change themdanhi
unhappy. o

Kenn snortedrudelfi You and asshol e
italiwhy woul d you protest?0

ABecause | needwndmoather ¢ a myg
than it did under Adrian, and the only way that
happens is through you. o

Kenn recognized a peace offering; he
consideredt. A @ bump Marc somewhere else?
Somewhere bel ow me?0

AYe&s Anglamebdcao ol | y. fADo | ne
Al f | saty hyeeppe nmwsh? o
AYou get Mdarogetoc@nethingailot

further down, and the camp and Eagles spend the



rest of Adriards recovery making your life as
mi serable as they possibly
Kenn had known, but hearing it, being sure he
had no choice, helped. And I f | say no?
AYou st ay G orght tAroughi Aid
recovery and top off a steady reform with bonus
points. o0
AMeanmnot gi ven?o
Angel a had bigger things
Yes. And that means for most of the Eagles, as
well . O
Kenn didr@ have to spend time thinking about
it, but he still loathed the idea. Some days would be
hard, but if he got to stapy Adrian, he would
determine his own future.
AShould | bump him?0
ANoO. O
Satisfied, Angela turned away without adding
anything. A mats pride was a tricky thing to
replace. Destroying it was almost always lethal, but
even wounds could be deadly. Kenn was willing to
keep trying to change. So long as he was, the past
might really beover for her.
Angela gave a positive motion to the waiting
Eagles. They disappeared.
AHey! o
Angela didrit faceK e n ra€cssing tone. &
knew what was coming.
AWhy Gdildnrate a constant
ABecausealyagst hewet Br eat . o



2
Lunchtime for Safe Haven found Ihosides of
the QZ tape calm.

Angela keyed her new Hhe. Al need th
people at the little mess.
There were garbled rogerShe keyed the rkie
agai n. i Fi \Aegelanit a wigasese, 0

steadying herself.

Kenn was first, striding briskly

She nodded her thanks as she took amsteg
cup of tea from his handHe 6 dearly been
expecting the callAngela smoked and sipped,
eager to see who would be next.

Kyle rounded the corner of the medical tent
Neil showed up behind him. Jeremy and Doug
appeared next. With her, it was firstnge, first to
serve. |l f you didndt know
were goodhaty ou di dndét have one.

Angela went into the littleness Sheleaned on
an end ofitable, toorestlesstositYou guys kn
who handles what and | feel no need to disrupt
Adrian ®routinesyetl 6 m going to tel]l
know has to be done. YoultHen tell me who
handles each item and hit me with anything |
mi ssed. 0

Kenn took out his notebook, surveying the area.
AWhereds the new XO?0

Angela concentrated forannst ant . She
need as much ti mePenmeter t o u



check. It makes him nervous to have all of us in one
placenow. 0
Neil noddedii Sa me.0 her e
Angel a got them going.
Samanthas ays weod6re i n for a
couple days. Make whatever preparations Adrian
normally has you do, but be lekey about it. The
camp canodot know that we kn
Nei | rai sTkad sa nfiinneg.eor . n
Marc came through the flap and took the open
seat on Angel@ right without a comment, but his
face was tight.

She kept rolling.n We 6 | | have to s
parking area. Getting stuc
dealuntiAd i an says | etds roll

Al 611 take care of it

She i gnored R&en@as$ sl atk e
move tents and animals. You and Neil Iwilork
together ?0

Both men agreed, neither as reluctantly as she
might have expected. Kemnissing XO this time
around had settl ed a | ot
animosity.

A A d résipet projectare nextl know he has a
lot of things going on. Someomeeds & get me a
listt wi t h updates. 0

Kenn wrote it in his book.

AAdr i an nidise drewn bok, iclotiges
that are loose, his poncho and boots. Atlse bottle
in his bedroll, but when he wants a third shot, tell
him no because of Angdlae med



registered the calming atmosphere, shikwas too
busy settling into settling things @ to figure out
whatitmeanti Sc hedul es and shift
handled daily for now. The watch stays doubled
until Adrian says otherwise, and no one goes in or
out without my says 0 . ©

Al 6ve gotMag ¢t drheatdar ed a

argue.
No onedid.
Al want egssetep, to@ buhnotgustt
anything. | need peopl e we

saving something good, n@svthe time to bring it
out . o
Mi ne @an d ewuratetlyenotes.
T h e ne€l&wo gophers and a burning crew.
Tel | Li Sing all hot me a |
Angela stubbed out her cig as she waited for them
to catch up and sort the jobs, then she continued.
AHow are wredofnuevla2®r a
ALow, but okay for rough
and one camp stop of four days Ke nnedt h u mb
through his worn book for the information.
ARSo we have two dayods re
stock on both?59o
AMaybe five, I f we start
A No. Mukeét taihnwaterfor cleaning and
toilets. John will give numbers on how much bleach
to use and what all can be done with thety
wat éAm.gel a switched topi cs.
any reports of lurkers or anything out of place from
theteensonthegat or t he guards?o0

i
n



Everyone indicated things were finghe was

relieved. She wasndét sure
the answer came back differerit. Wh a t about
camp?o
Neil shruggedi Appear s 0t o be cal
Clearly, none of therwassure.ii We 6 | | need

corfirmation on it. | want a complete weapons
inventory in the next 48ours and Samanthaneeds

a basic aquamics setup. She provided a list of the
supplies t o Angalkheldibouwtr own. 0

Jeremy didndot protest whe
A What ab o kidsingide the coniplex? r
Kyl e f rTohwen eodn.esi | i ke Conner

Kenn gl anced at Angel a.
second we escaped. o
Neither of them said that would be how the
government bunker found out what happened. They
didnd@ need to.
AThat 6s i tatf rdond ne.miVhs ? 0
Kenn closed his book after making a final note.
AOt her than the ants, | 6 m
There wasanimpressed note to his voitkat
she diglookbh. pdteave the ant
rain will buy some timeéhere Anyt hi ng el s
No one spoke. e | ooked around.
mi ssed somet hing?o
A Not t hato IMan atnibdedsoft e
sharptone AYouol | be al most a
Adr i a e waked®ut into the stiff breeze,
leaving an uncomfortable silence.



AHe ds ¢ h eerinétar ggaid hAdngel a
was keeping track of his thoughts now i We 6| |
wait. o

Mar ¢ wa s n 0Noomgeanssed themaotey
of accusation as he spoke.

ADal edbs moving this way
his face to draw attention. People are already
peeringfromf | aps and tables. 0

Angela sighed. She had missed something.
Shedd assumed Marc had ta
threat, but it was <cl ear t

Angela glanced at Kenn first.

Kenn knew who the probl e
were lowonit. Ishouldhavasi d it mi ght h

AWehlandl e it | ike Adrian

Kennds eyes went to Kyl e

Marcds thickening gl ar e. A
Angela took another |l eap
been given. ANegotiation a

A Ma yob eK eshruggedas Dale ducked into
the little mess, voice almost a squeal.

A | canodét find Ray an
hour s. He was shot. He

Neil hurried over to quiet him.

A T woa n Recon t e wan 3td Ange
looking at Kenn.

In his mind the words were different.

Take Marc and show him wlias e x pect ed
Safe Havenots XO.

d | 0
0s



Kenn hadndét been ready, |
il think thatos be #Marc Unl ¢
| oose on them. o

Angela caught the questib8hould Imakehim
do it? She didndt answer.

Marc scowl ed. AHow many
pl agues did you guys bring

Angelagruntedi To o .gnany

AWhere is he?! 0 Dale den
Neil 6ds ar m.

Kennwaswailig f or Angel abds f i
Mar c di dnodt . He knéethe what

same thing it always came to. More blood had to
spill. i L e t .G~ megirowhile wetravel 0

Kenn slowly rose, giving Angela time to say no.
When she di dnod wentlupkennr es pe
rotatedo ack before reaching th

Marc spun around, snorting out anger, but
Angela and Kenragreedon this. She would be
surprised ifMarc could handle the chore. It would
take an assholéThenyoud o it . O

Kenn accepté the direct order without any
reaction, but inside, there was a small cry from the
ol d Kenn. He didnoét |1 ke t
wo u | evaréhange.

They left as Neil took Dale out of earshot for a

private talk.
AQuar abaled nAn g e édaat Kewino k
ADo it now. O
Kevin didnot | T ke the id

why. He approached Neil and Dale, quickly coming



upwithastoryin Dal e, come on over
We want John to check you out. If someone got Ray
by drugging his food or waterou were probably
hit with it too.o

Dal e didnietdi gqgnmdét estthi nk
anything other t han what |
with Kevin, allowing himself to be comforted.

Angela turned to the rem
want a full camp checkn, the QZ sht, and our
peri meter shrunk by half.

3

Telibl meof 1 t.0
It wi || be ebasTheery 6tdo fsoh
the prints outside Rayo0s
followed them to a small town neither of them could
find on their mapsWith two dreets and roughly a
dozen buildings, It wasnot
Eagle jacket hanging from a rope on the rusty
flagpole. It bothered them both to knowstthreat
was camped so close to Safe Haven.

RnBe ready with your rif]l
c a rpdlltthe trigger make sure ktayalive to do
I t. O

Marc hated not knowing, hated it that Angie
thought he woul dnodét get th
what 6s going on. Why is hi
ramom cal l or security?o

) B 1



AThey think we owe them
done with him, he mightdve been returned. But
ournewbossdo e s ndt want a peacef

Marc wasnodét sure how to
hi m, how?od

Kenn shuddered. Cara being dead Witk

comfort. AJust cover me as
I wonot make it back to S
may not be missed, Ray wi l

Marc blew off the warnings. Het i dimtend to
ber esponsi bl e for Kennds d
Someone else held thalace of danger now.
Before Marc could ask anything else, Kenn left
their cover for full view, hands up.
Marc swore under his breath as he ducked down
and got setto fire, frustratéidlath e st i | | di dn
who the target was.
The hundred or so snakemen streamed from
inside and behind the buildings of the town, all with
various weapons. Kenn was encouragfemt none
of them were being fired or thrownyét.Co mi ng i n
Get your | eader. o
A tall woman wearing bright orange scales
sewn over a long trenatoat walked from the town
hall and down the walkway.
Kenn sawher protection moving closeand
began planning the way® take them outby
himself. He was assuminlylarc had frozen. A
womank i | | er , Marc wasnot .
AWhy are you here?0



Kenn blinked at the heavignglishaccent . AT

col |l ect what 6s been taken,
The womanos expression
all owed. AYour friend wil/l

satisfied the debt. o

il Cc a n 0 t. Heabkldngswo santea@ne else
and theyove pai tdnivebb $ owbd
Il ke to make a better offe
The womands protection ¢
she didnodét flinch. AWhat d
Kenn slowly pointed toward the jacket flapping
harshly in the wind. AYou
and we woorfd tykodun.hol diad hoét gi
time to think. AWhen | go
team, and mine, will open fire. | might be;Hray
could be killed in the crossfire, but | promisgo
thirdsof you wonodot wal k away.
shit to us now. 0

AYou wil |l .dbeTiolkdgegarty il ha k e
him inside. o

Kenn made a subtle gesture to Marc and
allowed himself to be taken into custody.

ARemember what I sai d, | ad
gun, seventy of you wil/ d
4
Marc recognized thdneavily usedploy from
their time as Marines, but

go through with it. Now that he understood, he was



reluctantly forced to accept that Angight have
been right. He wasnot okay

But Angela waild expect all three of her Eagles
to return, and that meant covering Kenn when he
came out with Ray over his shoulder. Or just going
in after them, like the motion had demanded. How
could he do that without killing?

Y o u cdisdedaon,replied brutallygut | can.
| f these women are all owe:
become aslangerous as any group of men.

Marc wanted trotesfbuthec oul dndét . T
was no arguingvitht he t r u.tBhu.t W OQlkay
have to help me. o

| take no pleasure in kihg. Sex makes naever
mindto the color of blood. It all tastes the same and
I tabwvays required. You knothat.

A Y e s, Mdrcadjustedhis scope to the main
door that had swallowed Kenhle thought briefly
about calling camp forreinforcements but he

reali zed Angel a hadnot w
involved.

AAl so means t hese.Okeomen
wass t i | | convincing himself

mi ght have sent a team as
He wasnot sure why he th

similarities he was notic

Adriands style quickly, bu

subtle differences, ande was sure the other alert

minded Eagles wer@o. He suddenly had no doubt

that Angie had her own agenda to accomplish



before giving up controA n d | dondt want
what it is.

5
Kenn let the women search him for weapons,
take what they found, and lead him into the area
where they had several couches and desks placed

alongthewa l | s . Except for Rayb®o
the corner, the rest of the room was empty.
ADondt get comfortable. \

Kenn settled onto the side of the longest couch,
aware of how the womanos
his body instead of hisface.Wh er e you hea

Tiffany Wer omynepet A are g

Kenn shrugged fewmenh¥ys. i
dead there. o

AWhy did you come? We wo
hi m. o

Kennlay back, putting his hands under his neck.

n
C
C

I

He hadnot b e e n nce thewar ana | fur
It felt better t han he ren
| eader . She wants him retu

The woman was startled, givingway how
interested she was

Kenn grinned. A Bubskethas a | o
an army of lethal killers at her disposalwbuld
return her property. | t 0s
to be enemies. 0

Tiffany was starting to get the same uneasy
feelingthats he 6 d h ad .iShesuddenlyt | e R



wi shed t hey dud hekiwepof heatlmyi n g
men to impregnate their femalesach beea
Impossible to resistThe vote to try had been
unanimous. The expected sterility from the
experiments had finally appeared and it was brutal.
i O Kkind hasbeen hunted for a long time and we
al ways survive. Wedoll take
AANnd Angel a wi Kénnwaded e y oL
for an answerHe finally looked over to find the
snake woman had left the rookvhat the hell'He
still wasnodét suased to qui et
Kenn got up andventoverto Ray, not sure if
he wasYau iokay o
Ray glanced up, bruised face thick with misery.
ANo. O
Startled at the immediate answer, Kenn checked
him visually for other signs of abuse, tha only

found red cheeks over paleisk . AWhat 0s
probl em?o

Raydés | ip quivered. Al ém
| 20

Kenn let outan annoye& breath ANot now
okay? | can only be so nice and then people get
hurt .o

Ray took that as an answer, shoulders slumping.

Al always knew, anyway. He saldmay never get
what | wanted, no matter how hard | tried. He was
right. o

Kenn settled into the chair across from Ray,
glad the mandéds arm was sti
ADonot k now hhatwouyhavea séti g u r e



placethat y ou6v e Wasmaotd. i t wh a i
wanted??o0
A | wanted to be accepted
for Dale to be accepted. T
Kenn began to realize the women had already
abused Rayhe was feeling guilty for betraying his

loverrin Donot tel!l hl yoon haveR@ vy . T
do. ltds okay. o

Ray peered up witeyesg | i mmer i ng. A N
not , you idiot. I coul dnd

worthy!o

Kenn was shockedi Even with the pi
Al goot si ck

Kenn snorted rueful | y.
maybe | could getthabsund out of my b
Ray had expectescornii They woul d h
goneaway. O

Kenn didndét | i ke Réag beat
wasnot sur e wh at t o ma k e
examine it | ater . nNo. | f

have known it would work anthken more of us

next time, then kept returning for raids. Not being
able to perform goes i n Sa

Ray hadndét considered t he
to relieve him of the f ai
jacket . o

AYouol | h abaok from the wpmen i t
firsto0 K drowmed Al think itds t
somet hing. o

fAStill hanging fromthéd | agpol e?0



AJust flapping there in

Adri ands rul es. Made us wa
That remar k got molt e of
began to pull himo u t of his misery.
t here?b90

Kenn didnot care if t he
woul dndét rarttoer . AJust

Ray ©pal ed. He knew what

willing to spill Dblood to

nRYes. Did you doubt it?o
Al expected to rlregibed my v
| coul dndét do what they wa
Kenn sl owly stood up, he:
may still be required. You
Raydés voice was full of

dying. o

Kenn sl ung an arm ar oui
shoulders, carefuloftnenj ury. A Then yo
hate what | 6m about to do
along, lwil | hurt you. o

Kenn tightened his grip until Ray wincetie
dragged them up and around to be facing the women
as they came in.

Finding the two men so closeyith Ray
clutching at Kenn, sent scowls across female faces.

Al told you! o
nKi || them both! o
nWait. o

Kenn tugged Ray closer, pretending an
affection that was more t



ready to go home now, | adi
what you need. None of the menarur camp c an

The females remembered Kenn and Kevin had
been able to, but before they could protest the lie,

Kenn glanced at Ray.

Ray felt that spark, the heat that usually told him
Dal e was c¢close, and bl anch
anattraction for Kenn, for any reason, but it was too
late. That golden flow of magic swarmed over him
Ray was helplessutto respond.

He dropped his head in shame. He liked to be in
control i n his relationshi
ever had was befor&e war, with a powerful man
who hadndot been afraid to

AEnough! gestarachfnfgarniyl y . @ Whe
drugs take effect, both of

Kenn dropped his arm, but kept his big body
pressed against Rayos hip.

Tiffany staed in surprise at the quick
agreement. AWhat ?o0

Kenn got set. AdAWe wil!/ p I

Ti f f ascale &caveredface relaxed a bit.
ARGood. Okay, then. Wedl | b

As soon as they were gone, Kenn nudged Ray
toward the unbayrédwwiondow

Kenn shoved Ray through thscreen, not
listeningto himland | f he ofihereyldet get
might puke.

Marc saw Ray hit the ground and quickly waved
him toward the sparse trees, out of the vidgconds



later, female shoutsame and Marc ke the time
for choosing Ad come and gone. He was here. H
would protect higeammate

Kennds big frame di,dnot
butthe women running after Ray stopped as soon as
Marc began to pepper their feet with shots.

Marc aimed and fired, reloadet/hereis Kenn?

Ray made it to Mdsrdatefhs si
panting, iimHetbserse.id | é

Marc motioned him to get dowand tlenstood
up. He could see someone struggling in the lobby
behind the dor.

Marc came from his hiding place with a Colt in
each hand.

6

ALet him go. Now! o

Mar ¢ 6 s a n tpideythe main doog maulel
Kennfreeze A You got hHomshit,o com
lad. You 6r e all dead now. 0

Tiffany sl apped him. fASht

Kenn growled at hethe soundvasmenacing.

She quickly retreated

Al 6m countiMar d®s twmarereiéroc
followed by a blurred count and then all hell broke
loose.

Bullets slammed into th&wooden door, causing
women to duck and Kenn to hitg floor.

Marc used a sharp kick to take out the débs.
voice was set in stone. NS



Tiffany raised her gun.
Marc shot her in the throat.
He looked around with a deep glower of
resentmen as she slid to the d
There was silence and stillnefes the space of
five seconds, a space in time where only one life
would have been takemhen thewoman behind the
door | ifted her gun to Mar
Grunting with pairand effort, Ray shoved Marc
out of the way and too&trim.
Marc spun off the wall and let the demon loose.
Kenn grabbed Ray and®hed him downThat
Ray had returned to help v
he grabbed a fallen gun and began fiteftrthanded
to cover Marcthatwas.
Bang! Bang!
Those Colts snapped out death and punishment
with each sharp bark
Kenn herded Ray outsidé&No need to draw
Marcbs fire.
Ray foll owed Kennos | ea
involved anyfurther in the onesided fight. These
weak womenwere no match but they were
realizing it too late.
Marc picked them off before they could get
under cover, their horses long gone in the chaos. He
di dndt pause, even when th
He took out anything that movgithe demorwasin
charge of his guns.
Kenn listened to the crashing with growing
worry. Would Angela be pisseédath e 6d f or c e d



side of Marc into the lighthe 6 d t hought t
one out there doing the ki
thought it would weok. Too late now

(

Kenn waved Ray toward camp.St ay | ow a
go straight to Angela. Tell her there was a small
gunfight, then they | et wus
Marcwi | | Kknow. O

Ray paled, hearing the screams as Marc
massacred t he r etafusedtmg wo
| eave or s ur rpbablyntendeddaon d t h
take him and Kenn when they fled, but did it justify
this?

Kenn wasnot t hinking t
considering how important Marc was to the camp.

If Marclost that edge, the good man insideyould
hurt Adriano6s dr eam.

Kenn reluctantly stood up and interfered.
fiMarcc Shebds calling us!o

Kenn was relieved when Marc calmly reloaded
and slid his smoking Colts into their holsters. The
few wounded around him did
as he strodeyh desperate to escape his notice.

Kenn did a rough count and came up with forty.
Anot her dozen | ay inside.
stated had come close.

Al wa r nodHdsawRaghad stopped just
out of sight. AThey shoul d

Marc walked ly Kenn like nothing was amiss,
but the Marine knew better than to trust the
pretensei Hang on. We imdve otfoil



Marc was in the fog of bloodlust, barely able to
think. ABurn what?0

AThe bodiied,l tohle ittawvn

Mar co0s haze tosdearwHeyookb e g an
stock of the carnage and g
gather. You find the neces

Kenn didnot argue. Theyo
Afghanistan, though those bodies had all been male,
and he knew Marc would do thinggactly as they
had then. They wodlcover up the mess and Marc
would bury the memory. Angela, a woman,
wouldnd want details She wouldonly want to
know it had been accomplished.

Marc | istened tandkennnods
forced himselfto face whaehd d done. He e
overwhelming regret and pain, but there voady
cold, hard satisfaction as he viewed the carnage.

AThis is your doing!o

There was no answé&mom the voice insideOf
coursethe evilpart of himhad done this. The good
Marcwoul dndt havemdegdharthe abl e
first few shos, but that inner man was tired of
letting dangerous threats live. In time,dkavomen
would have tewrized every area they traversed
Sl ave tr ad e ryonesweo desevadtot h e
die,and Marc was finally at a point in the aftermath
thathe no longer put right and wrong first.

The remaining women had fled the instant his
attention lad been distracted by KenrMarc
gathered their fallen guns and ammunitiond an
other valuables as he dragged their bodies to the



stairs of the town hall. A
witnessed on the way here no longer appeared
mysterious to him now.

And the soul? Marc questioned himself
ruthlessly, needing to get it out before lsaw
Angela.

| t 6s br ui sltcdnnot de grushed byt a c t
doing the ony} thing you ca to protect those you
love.

Marc didndt agree, but he
long before thavar. All he wanted now was to be
with Angie until he diedWho cars what happes
after| Ogplit from her?

7

Within an hour of finding Ray, the entire town
was engulfed in a blazehat eventhe old world
would have been hargressed to save from the
wind-drivenflames. No one else would know what
had happened.

Ray was waiting on the edges of the camp, out
of sight and hearing, but in view of tent tops.

Kenn instantly understood why Ray was
| ur ki nge AOoactor, are y

Snapped out of his paiRay sti ffene
you. 0

AThat 6s your need, not n
stil | pi ssed. Hedd known R
pull, butto feelitWa s €atr ads memory el

ou
d.



Ray stared in confused longing, wag to be
told what to do.
Marc barked out a hdrlaugh.n Go t el | h
exactly what you were toldndthergo t o Dal e.
Ray paled further.

Kenn snorted. AnSheodol | k n
send him in. o

AnShe nl&daks ttho nks | 6m not
of you. |l t6s time she knew

AYoudd huryt? ch eRsslyocked.t wa
Marc paused. Hurt her, |
Ray scowl ed. She wor shi|
that. Sheol | be crushed. 0
Marcdos feet moved again.
be. 0
Kenn didndét swing Marc at
he was tempted to do. He no longer hadeath
wish.
It was Ray who jumped in front dflarc, voice
hard. fANo. O
Marc shoved Ray aside and was surprised to
find himself on the ground, looking up.
Ray planted his feet, ready to protect himself as

A
A

best he coul d. Al 6m t he on
you have to do all that. You take it out on me and
| eave her alone! Sheds got

Marc stared stupidly, fighting the rageayis
defending this snapped Marc out of the hazee
slowly stood up.

Ray immediately flinched.



Kenn actually wanted Marc to go over the edge,
but he al so want edilAdargiraned
with Ray. o

Marc detoured around the
her . o
AAgain, ?yYou mean
Ray 6s madeMag spin on his heel.
What 6s that ?0
Ray paled further, but made himself speak.
ARDal eds been helping the
Dog. o

Marc winced

Kenn took note ofthat. Wh e n Mar c di d
argue, Kenn vowed to find out every detail cdtth
story.

Marc once again headed for camp, but his stride
was no longer as angry or determined. Dale knew.
Ray and Kennikew.How long before Angidoe®

Ray and Kenn were both relieved when he went
toward the main camp, instead of the QZ.

A Wi || h20 be okay

Al f he keeps fhisshemdutnhd sst
lyingtoherd Kenn sSlHotuggedhance

N

come through it alive. o
Ray snortedi She woul dn®t ki | |
Kenn got them moving. n W

It owi || feel | i ke she did.

handle our new leaderuniarcd s r eady t o. C
Ray didndot | ike turning I

clearly wasnoét abl e NnBe ¢

now! o



Kenngr unt ed. ANot 1 f you ¢
el se to inspect. |l tos al l
to know which bomb to put

Ray didndét think it woul c
bought them a little time, that was good enough.
Angel a fmdautlhelr m@Enthad massacred an
entire group of femal es Db
view him the same and everything would suffer for
it.

8

AShe got a minute?o0

Kevin sawMarc stalking toward the showeses
Ray vaniskd into the QZ tentwhere Dale was
snoozing. J wduld bes weamimgdoE t | v e
about nowlt was perfect timing.

Kevin reluctantly waved Kenim.

Kenn ducked into the tent after a quick tap.

Angela glanced up from the notebook page as
Kenn dropped the fl ap. ALt

Kenn wa startledby how much she sounded

|l i ke Adri an. iYeah, i tds
there. o
Angel a | ooked down. AThat

What happened to the rage that blocked me for so
| ong?o0

Kenn Dblinked, blurry teenage concerns
crumbling under her prying H eéver felt
anything as strong as her mental fingers opening the
doors in his mind.



Angela waited for him to resist, ready to hurt
him to know the truth, but heonly grunted
unhappilyi You wonodét | i ke it. o

Al dondt expecttelbl MWeaob«

ANo. O

If he tried to explain, it would come out wrong.
Better that she got to vVvie
ini that Safe Haven would have eventually been in.

Angela read it as deeply as she needed to, but in
her heart, shedd apilledeady
bl ood. Marcdés Colts were
once they began to crash.

Kenn felt her withdraw from his mind and was
relieved. He once again h
allowed to know.

Angela picked up the thought and immediately
got angrys mPopndt cros

Kenn answered carefully, feeling the chillN o t
unl ess Adrian tells me to.

Angela had to be satisfi.
want to ruin Kenn by breaking him down to
discover what he was hiding. It would be ugly.

Kenn caught the top sentence oé thage she
was ofiLyi ng i1 s not only wror
necessary. Without lying, a leader will never be able
to control his flockand quickly looked away. He
di dnot remember all of the
hedbd read while Adavergn wa:
but that one, he did. It had made him feel better
because that was how he already lived his life. For
Angela, it had to be difficult.



ASheds the one remaining
hesitate to pul/l the trigg

Marcds words hadodntelhgen | a
Kenn now recognized the remark for what it was.
Marc had a consencethat was crying.

Angela asked herself if it mattered beyond what
shedd already considered,
wasnoét sure. ThaeeeMacdhatg ht o

way wasfright eni ng. Even the in
felt | ike a dr eamherMaftat co
Al 6m good. Get some rest b

Kenn heard the dismissal and left the tent before
she changed her mind and tried to get further into
his.

Angela listenedo the witch cackle, confused
and sad. Shedd sent them c
She bore the sin of this, not Marc.

Once that sank in, Angela féletter. Shéugged
her jacket over that unused wrist blade. It had never
felt heavier than when she stepped outside and
found Marc coming from the shower.

Their eyes lockedcrosghe camp.

Marc read the resigned understanding, et
didndédt want it Beeingcdhimd n e e
as the good guy. It was the advantage he still held
over Adrian.

Angela saw the shadow on his face, the wall he
di dnot want her to get t h
accepted it. Ithatwashow he wanted things, the
camp would be led to assume Kehad handled
things.



Marc wasnot relieved whe
on it. She knew too much. Nothing had gone right
today.

Marc spotted Dale and the vet fawning over
Ray, and amended his thoughtmethindhad gone
I n his favor, t hough he he
time. Ray was in his debt and that walsvays
useful.

The Eagles knew what had happened without
Kennos dsuThey@ll ewpected to feel less
for Mardi less trust, less respébut when he joined
them on duty, they found acceptance and a bit of
sadness. Another camp idol had proved he was
capable of something awful. They would be
stronger for it.

Kenn observed hie anticlimactic attitude in
shock. If that had been him, they would be glad of
it, but the coolness would have returned until he did
something big again. The difference in halae
Eagles treated him and Mawmas astounding on
every level.

Kenn took up higost, mind spinning through
the moments hedd had that
Whyw a s na6ceptetl as easily?

Angela waited until Kenn was out of sighind
thenwe nt to a man she hadnbd
while. When she opened her mouth, he beat her to
the punch.

AWoul d yo

Angel a st
team. 0O

u |1 ke a recon
ared at Set h. [



Seth gestured to the shadows waiting nearby.

His men needed a mission and he needed time away
from Beckyods pain. Upon h
Seth had been skt volunteer Hesuspected Angela
hadheardthe silent request.

ALeave i n  Setmwonkerd whato
Beckyds response would be.
away from him, but Seth was able to recognize this
as an opportunity. She claimed she wasngddine,
buu he wa s nodld beleeve hegThisweulds h
prove it.

Angela grimaced slightly

Seth understoodfi Ha | f t hat and
daylight. o

i Y e Angala left before she could change the
order. She wasndét sure wha
the snake womenactually wanted to take shelter
with them, but shedd figur
them in the wilderness to
nature.

But killing now is...

Angela ignored thevitch. Threats were to be
handled first. Compassion had to come afterd An
Marc had made the final choicdf the women
hadndt been twhtlilealives, t hey



Chapter Thre
Do Your Part

ERROR'

An hour before evening mess, Angela was
sitting with Adrian and Conner. The boy appeared
weak John was being carefabout collecting the
blood for Adriarés surgery. Angela planned to help
him tonight, but this long after the initial injury, he
would still require surgery first to remove as much
of the infection as they couleach In twentyfour
hours, ithad grown too strong for theiteh to
handle alone. Hisvoundwas riddled with poison.

Al't might not wor k, ri ght

Angela glanced up, a bit startled. &he
forgotten for a moment that Conner was like her and
Charlie.



A dm notdo ofher &rugged AnBut we C a
through that later. Tell me why yGe so worried
even though you can bring

ANo one canodo that. | h e
Conner did@ understand the limits, but @&k
al ways wanted to. It was s

allowed to question or even discuss outside of the
labs. A Wh'y dwoint be enough?o0

Angel a sighed. n i can he.
wreck or a gunshot, but Adriéawound is infected.

Thergs nothing to healjust a foreign body to be
killed. | dond have thatp we r . O

Conner fired off another version of the same
guestion when he didadét wun
your magic make him as goo

Al't does for the &flerj ury,
| candot f i lrcahinerease hehlthdothelpo v .
them fight on their own. o

A Bstkilling, boyo Adr i a matthempan n e d
AWomend asepposed to be kil

At agai nst t hedsebelloast ur e?
tonewasgone. His concern that he might lose both
parents hataken center stage.

AYoudddmve that l i mit?0
when Adrian didndét answer.
idea as soon as it came. Conner was in no shape to
be lending his dad anything except emotional
supportand a pint of blood

Adrian hazy @gze swung to Ange
ready?o0



nYes. | hourhwadl Wwheebyou to the
little mess Youdl get a tray and come right back
here for John to get you p
His lids shut,and thensuddenly popped back

open. ACode Raven?o
Angela nodded, not smilng at (@el | . g
doing what you want and so

Adrian tried to say something else, bile
darkness pulled him under before he could.

Conner and Angela exchanged concerned
glances that might have been followed by hopeful
lies meant to bolster flagng spirits in the old
world. Now, they accepted that he might die. They
would do everything that they could, but in the end,
it was up to fate.

Lingering near the flap, Kenn caught her
attention as she came outs

Angela waved Kewm back when he would have
come over with the next list of 4dos.

Kenn kept hi s VoIl ce | ow
meeting and get a | ist of
Angela was running through what to say and
how to handle the unique challenges the most
common ideas would brn It pleased her to be

ahead of Kenn, but she hado
thank. She might not have thought of it on her own.
Kenn took her silence as
t hought . 0o

ATell them after the c¢amg

You decide who | shoulddar fromo



Surprised, Kenn started to add more and held
himself in check. Pushing her would get them
nowhere. AOkay. o0

Angela watched him leave, not exactly
suspicious, but wondering if she should be.

Kevin came to her side, mouth opening

Angelaheldup&d i nger . AWait. o

Face reddening, Kevin stood themealizing
hetd been about to interrupt something she was

workingon.I 6 m not dhisjoe. i f | I i k
2
nWhere is he?o0
nRear of hi s newsameasc k wi

t he | ast t pomteddavgrdthegariBng! | vy
area, ignoring the dull throb in his leg. He was off
the crutches now, but the
Samantha went that way without responding to
the accusing note. Sétkheard it too many times to
be swayed. Jeremy knew abdetr and Neil, but he
was burying it, giving himself spac He didid
really need heryet.
Sam waved her shadows away as she neared the
new truck. To replace théeepsterhed chosen an
old blue Ford with rust spots. It would be boring to
destroy.
Jerenydidndd | ook wup frodm t he
fine. You already know that. Y@uwe done your
duty,anddm busy. O



Samantha didi acknowledge the dismissal as
she slid onto the tailgate. Instead, she studied him to
detemine how much damage sdedone,and how
much more he could take.

Jeremy ignored her. He wasngoing to be
drawn into it anymord.  d peedher.

Samantha picked out subtle changes, like his
newhaircutand shoedout the things that concerned
her were less obvioukke the way he wadrawing
away from camp life and his team again, his
determination to break the internet code, and the
way hed doubled his time in the workout tent
yesterday and this morning. It all said he was having
trouble. The wisest thing to do was leave him alone,
but the camp and Eagles wou@allow that. The
next best thing was to finish what éliestarted. It
was time to claim him.

Jeremy did@ stop typing, but he felt the edge
of distraction at Samant ha
didnd want to talk to herhe didn@ want to face
himself when she finally worked up the courage to
ask the only question she would want an answer to.
It would scar him and lid never be the same.

Samantha let the peaceful night wash away
some of her tension. She loved being outsiiee
adored nature, and she understood why they were
under attackrom that entitythey deserved. She
just didrd know what to do about it. Despite alkth
trouble that sometimes cam@ananthaliked her
life now. If not for the loneliness at the onset of
dusk, it would almost be perfect.



A Ae you here becausénl safe.andboringly
dependabl e?0
She didi@ answer.
Jeremy didd repeat the question.
Samantha refused to let the voafeyuilt kill her
good mood. AShould I go?o0
Very distracted, Jeremy pause&diense silence
fell in place of the keys clicking.

ADo my feelings even matt
asked.
Samanthawinced atthemidrbals | ap. #AYes

AThen how can you do t hi :

She dididt have an answer that he would
under stcaopl| Atat ed. o

Jeremy gr un @ editle downy buu c an
thats all either of us want. N@o complicatejust
har d t oHeawcappedthe.lidiosed on the
laptop and peered over to find her lids closed and
shiny blonde curls blowing in the breeze.

Samanthadidh sensor her annoy
where | sit, youobdbre both
from someone ydiwre only known a few months.

You guys may be surén the one who fits your

forever dream, but neither of you fit mine that way.

Until you do, friedds and | overs i s a
Shelayon t he tr uck lsdisomeli And
to keep saying that. Why ddryou just type anddl

snooze in the breeze? Wedon have to tal k

Jeremy started to send a stronger blow, but
found he didd@ have theheart for it. She was right



to want a match that suited her, but did she have to
be so cruel about it?

Al have a s hoiHéwasupablets o met |
look away from her blowing curls. He wanted them
tangledaround his fingerand wild, dripping sweat.

A @ on, thetd  Saatha waved ACal | m
shadows bacfirst or Seth woi let me out again
for a week. o

The thought of Samantha being in danger kept
him sitting by her. That, and those curls. The kiss
had been hot, but the sensation of silken hair against
his skini any of it was one that could send him into
a daze of need.

Sananthafelt his hot stare, bighewasri ready
to take things much further with him yet. While she
had no moral issues with having more than one
partner, shel i dimtéhd to slidento Jeremys bed
just becausée wanted it. She had to need it, too,
and right now, the magic of Nél touch wasstill
keeping her demons at bay. When it wore offhe
find this laptoptoting genius and either break
through his wall or end their friendship completely.
The odds were 50/50.

Jeremy set the laptop aside, hetdidnd leave.

He stared at her for a Igntime, trying to find a
solution, when all he wanted at that moment was to
be close to her. The thought of her with Neil was a
stinging wound, but a few minutes spent in her
armg with no talking sounded right. Jeremy was
ashamed of it.



Samantha slowly ridd onto her side, away
from him.

Jeremy scowled at the attempt to draw him
closer. The sight of her from this angle was
Il ncredi ble. AThat i s so un

Samantha was tire®hedidnd@ wasteany more
quiet time trying to convince him. She allowed her
mind to slow as she shifted her arm under her neck.

Al need t o b Abitwpcomfontable,n h oL
shequickly began to fade into a doze.

Jeremy tried to resist the feeling of manly
protective pride at having her on his truck bed,
vulnerable enough to slpelt showed that she felt
safe here, even when she knew he was upset with
her. It also said Neil wagnenough or she would
have done her dutgheck and left. Instead, she
woul d sl eep here, dream he
with her even then.

Jeremyalso hated himself for that. He didin
want another competition with Neil. Neither of
them could win They couldonly be hurt by it and
spread that disorder.

He also welcomed it a bit. Even thar hadré
shakenhim from the guilt over hisf i a ndeatho s
but Samantha and her cornflower blue eyes had
been able to accomplish that.

Sananthashifted, clearly uncomfortdé on the
trucké hard bed.

Jeremy gl owered. ADamn vy



Samantha adjusted again, this time to sleepily
sweep her hair over one shouldehated her neck
and cleared the place behind her. If he wanted it.

Jeremy recognized the request and caiildn
refuse. It was wherdée longed to be and at this
moment, an hour was longeran sixty minutes.

Jeremy didd@ climb in carefully to keep from
spookng her or even out of respect. He took his
timei determined to steal every sensation that he
could. He sensed instinctively that sharing sleep
with someone like Samantha might be more than
just a nap.

APower rubs off . O

Jeremy heard Angeiawords again, dunstead
of bringing up the wall that she was teaching them,
Jeremy consciously tried to drop his mental
defenses. He wanted to go where Samantha did. He
wanted to explore her dreams so that he could make
themareality.

Samantha allowed his arm under meck to
provide a sexy cushion. His big body pressed tightly
to hers, other hand coming to her hip to pull her
closetrSam moaned in pleasure.

Jeremy tightened his grip in response. The wind
blew her silken curl over his arm and cheek, and the
Eade faced the truth. She hatlasked him yet, but
there was no point in denying it to himself until she
did. It didnd matter. Samantha could sleep with
every man in this camp and he would still want her.

No longer fighting himself, Jeremdy mind
clicked ait of the high gear it had been running in



since seeing those entwined shadows on the tent
wall. Sighing in miserable happiness, he let himself
drift and enjoy holding her openly. He and Neil
were officially sharing Samantha.

Jeremys last thought was toamder how Nell
would take the news. After a night with her, the
trooper had kely assumed they wermwa couple,
that her desire for other men was over. This would
tell him otherwise

3
AEveryone ready to put
Angela opened the flawithout waiting for any of
their halfhearted responses.
Kyle followed her with the wheelchair as Kevin
held the flap.

A We o1 | get his pants and
him stand, and bo6IShewway el
iLet 6s do it. o

Daryl waited by the flaps they worked. He was
firmly on Kyl eods ri ght no
managed to makéhe connection with their team
that an XO neededeveryone still missed Chris,
himself included. As a result, Daryl was putting in
the extra effort to stay close to emam leaderThat
meant helping with all the undercover work the
mobster did for the chain of command. It was
exhausting.

Angela unhooked Adrian from the IMhen
injected a small amount ahorphineinto the tube.



Almost immediately, the deep lines of paimning
across his forehead eased. His knuckles were still
white from their grip on the sheet though, dhéy
stayed that way asyle put on his pants and boots.
When they lifted him to pulK e n rlodbse jeans
over his hips, a small moan of agony escabisd
lips, but it was the only sound he made.

They put arms under hinAngela slid the bed
over, and then Adrian was on his feet. His face was
pale as he steadied himself, clearly not in control. It
was scary how different he was.

ARReady?0

Adrian braced mmself asmuch as the drugs
would allow, floating in a world of hurtful instinct.
ADo i1t. o

He stood with & ar m around eac
shoulders they leaned out of the way as Angela
gently taped two flat, hard pillows to his stomach
and hip. A minutdater, they put the shirt on him
and buttoned it.

Angela placed three pills into the front pocket
of t he s halreatlyhad ihereguivaleneof
one. Try to save these for when we bring you back
and do surgery prep.o

Adrian let Kenn and Kyle help him into the
padded wheelchair, but his attention stayed on

Angel a. AWhat el se do you

She hel d up a capped sy
booster. Itwo n 0 t | ast but ten m
l i nger . o

Adrian slowly captured a pill



Angela sat an opened can of Coke in his hand.
APush himleo hhen hleap what
to face. O

Nearly every member of the camp was outside
the caution tape. They westaring at the tent with
needy, worried expressions that begged Adrian to
come out and tell them where to sit and stand.

Adrian listened to snatches of the conversations
that he couldhear Concern, prayers, hopeful
murmurs echoed My people!li They Ghg ® g o i
cross the tape whenwe goaut. Adr i an brac
it. ALet themo

Angela could tell from his steady tone that his
body had finally taken notice of the medication and
was reacting accordingly.

ANo, but do it anyway. o

She quickly injected hinwith the syringe. A
few seconddater, they were outside, in view. A
loud cheer split the air.

AAdrian! o

Altos Adrian! o

AYeah! o

Adri an gave a sl ow, car e
to them. o

The crowd broke the tape as they surged
forward and then Adrian was saunded by his
foll ower s. He di dnot flin
shoulder and he shook every hand put out to him.

AYou okay?o0

AYou need anything?o



Al Om fine. Theyodre taking
| 6m al most rea@dy to be alo
AWhat about your hip?0o
AYeah! How bad is it?09

ACan you wal k?o0

Adrian blew out a breath that looked like mild
annoyance to the crowd, and pain to Angela and the
Eagles.

AThe hipds bad. |l can wa
docs tell me | offilt .h e@ul e sfsu |
haveto listen to them since | always tell you guys
to. 0 Adrian glanced around
a smoke?0

Cynthiabdbs hand was the gl

Angela was glad when the reporter ran block
againstthe more aggressive people, using her small
body for his protetion.

AThis is another thing tl
the greatrooms er vi c e, I donot t h
bunk with them anymoré A ddrew anaregrins.

Angela saw his finger put an extra cigarette into
his pocket and come up with something that quickl
vanished under the cover of a swallow of Coke. He
was hurting enough to risk someone witnessing it.

One ming e a nmbvingyduralong Angela
d i dshddetenergy into him like she wéed to. She
would need it lateand so would he.

Al hear therebds a party
get drunk, throw up, and spend all d@ynorrow
whining about their hangovedy? Adr i an gr i



wider.il t woul dnét be a Safe |
t hat . o
Angela observed the crowd that was already
stating to beak up, trying not to resent them for
getting to goenjoy a stresdree evening while
Adrian fought for his life. She wadsograteful that
in all the confusion, thdi g questi on hat
asked No one wanted to know why they were
having a ckebrationnow, when most of thenen
who were heroes wewnysenot ev
Al 6m gonna goe tA ddorcédram vy |, f
eager toneeventhoughthe thought of eating was
nauseatingHe forced himself to give another of
those larger than the sun grins, dlamy them one
| ast ti me. A | woul d have
burgers, and danced with all the single ladies. You
guys handle that for me. 0
The crowd laughed againlt sounded relieved,
relaxed. Adrian was fine to their unobservant eyes.
The Eagles wheeleddrian toward the little
mess On the way, he took the last pill and closed
his hand into a fist while he waited for it to take
effect.

Nei l hated Adriands pain
Angel ads. AWhy dondét you g
t heméo

A N.oo

The little messwas full of recovering Eagles
The scene of joking and calm was repeated, along
with praise for following his orders.



AYou men job; ydushould lme@rdud.
Webve taken hits and we
lightly, but we can sleep diter knowing we

el i minated anot heThe€Coke e a't

can crackled lougllunder his tightening grip.
Angela nodded to Kyl e.
Kyle and Neil pushed the chair while Angela

carried the tray. As they disappeared into the tent,

A d r s enar@y ran oufhecanfell from his hand.

He sagged forward, succumbing to the bright glare.
Angela hurried to catch him before he could

slide any furtherMacWwese't

need the camp distractebw. We canot

| onger . o

4

AAl I .0y oAd mwssadnfever climbing.
ALead them right. o

Angela and John exchanged worried looks over
his body. Time had grown shorter.

ALet 6s e tA ndyteaynathewdtch
forward as she and Anne assisted. If John missed
any of the infection, thevitch might catch it.

The silence was thick as John began
administering the drugs that would put Adrian out
of painds reach. Two of
surgery John had perfoed

Angela shoved her thought awaSurviving
Cesar had Obeenatrade t hadn ot put

d

n |

wa

A



under the reagpeedasfadaekwsh
be sorightuel é

It took most of an hour to cut out the infection
and cleanse the gaping wound. Smells loiod,
disease, and decay hung thickly as it filled the tent
and then their noses.

AMmmeé o
Anne frownedi He 6 s comi ng up al
John kept workingf He 6 s at the | i m

do anything?o

Angela slipped into Adrias foglayered mind.
The hum of power e softly among the gore.

Angie?

Angela winced at the variation of her name that
Adrian was always careful not to usleud Coming
from his lips, it was a caress, an endearment
between lovers.

| 6m her e. Strdppcer yiJoghnt
finished yet.

Angela heard the monitor settle into a calmer
rhythm and went in a bit deeper. She remembered
the fog of the medication and the sense of aloneness.
Would you like me to stay a bit?

Adrian reached out through the white glare,
mind scattered, thoughts ugl¥es. | had to be
alone.

Angela clasped his hand tightly, heart picking
up a beatSo do I.

Angela listened to the music and fireworks, to
Johndés mutters and the ma



unaware that Adrian was laboring to show her
something. He shoved ama ge at her, 0
been hidingeven from himself.

Angela stared at the picture, resolutely
memorizing every curve and line of the object
Adrian had sworn he had no knowledge @fT h e
witchsays 1 f you die, you kil

John Dbl ancheddsanorkilgmag el ao
fast as he could. He held many conceat®ut the

strength of t he i nfection
leveld but the worst was theel-doubt Conner 0 ¢
weakened bl ood and Adr i
notwithstanding John di dnot t hink

enough tqull Adrian through this.

Anne knew John was stressiiige way he bit
his | ip under the surgical
thirty years. She didnot (
would offer comfort later, when Adrian showed
signs of improvement and John madedakon life
or deathlUnlike the others, Anne had complete faith
I n Adrianods recovery. Th
understand what was going on in this camp, but
Anne was clear. The human species was evolving
and much like with any other life form being forced
to change tosurvive havi ng one mat e
enough to ensure extinctio
a few generations. Angela and Adrian were dlose
anyone could tell thabut Anne knew it ran deeper.
If anything happened thlarc, Angela would go to
Adr i an. tliketSamarha,miere the urges
were driving her to have more than one partter



the same time Angel a and Adri an
went further. If Marcw a s m dhe picture,theirs
would be a love match.

About Seth and Becky, An
yet. Teengers were unpredictable when it came to
matters of the heart. She was reserving judgement
on that situationgnydbiut Ant
would matter in the endEvol vi ng woul di
enoughagai nst t he gover nment
power was aserious threat to the remaining
authority When they came, nothing would stand.

5
Where is she?0
Aln the medical camper . !
lie down for a couple minutes K ereuctantly
confided his concern i | di dnot I i ke
| ooked. 0O
Marc walked faster, waving Kevin off when he
woul d have followed him in
needs. 0O
Kevin took up a post outside the door and kept
his ears opem casehe needed to call John.
Marc found her curled onto the small couch,
nearly nvisible under a stack of jackets.
When her teeth began to chatter, he scooped her
into his arns and dropped back down, holding her
on his | ap. AYoudre empty,
Angela slumped against his big chest, resisting
the urge to inhate.deeply.

2



She sounded like a petulant childarc burst

out laughing.
Angel a coul dnot even sun
adjust the slightly uncomf

Marcc. Just an hour . O
Marc shifted so he could see her pale face
AMeetingbs i n half that.o
She goaned weakly
Marc forced her hand. He talked directly to the
witch. Take what you need, but nothing more. You
d on ot erpemissionhf you have mine.
Marc stiffened as the teh greedily sucked at
him.
Angela snapped their connection, gaspinpat
need fluttering in her veingi N o t i n contro
Marcc. Sl eep! o
Mar ¢ wa s rithawitcwabir d m @td want
dead. But she did want him
Marc leaned forward to deliver a slow kiss and
felt the witch start drawing while Angela was
distracted. After aninute of the blinding heat, Marc
di dndét care how much energ
they werendt interrupted.
Kevin, once he identified the noises, made sure
t hat they werenot.

6
Neil stared at the sleeping couple with a blank
face and a breaking hea@inly napping together, it
was more intimate than if they were naked.



Neil forced his feet to take him closer. Samantha
hadnot made any promises &
than to ask for one. This was how she wanted things.

Neil cleared his throat as he neatéé truck,
stomach boiling. AYou Qguys

Jeremy raised a hand and made a curt motion.
What?

Nei | kept hi s di stance.
meeting. 0O

Jeremy sighed. ARnYeah, ok:

Neil left without spewing any of the vileness

coming to mind, proud that heo u | d . Hedd s
an amazing night with the woman currently rolling
over into Jeremyo6s ar ms. )

allowed Jeremy to give her a tight hug. Even that
was too much to witness.

Jeremy helped Samthasit up, sympathizing
with her small moarat the soreness. Nothing said
aches and pains like sleeping on a hard, flat surface
t hat you werenodét used to.

Samantha stretched, arms going around his
neck. AOne more minute gor
boss | ady?o0

Jeremy tugged her cl ose.
lat er . o

Sanmantha surrounded herself with his quiet
protection. Yes, she did want him because he was
saf e, but boring? She didn
when she finally told hithath e di dndt have
back with her, no one else would thinleither.



ACome on. 0 Samant ha kept
hip, a bit embarrassed at some of the glares as they
walked, butshe wagletermined to live life by her
desires instead of someone
needed both men, in different ways, and now she
had them It was finally her turn for happiness.

Neil winced at the sight of Samantha and
Jeremy walking into the meeting together, but it was
his only reaction.

It calmed some of the Eagles, but the tension
was thick as everyone began to gather.

Neil went to a fawall. Hewas dismayed when
Samantha immediately led Jeremy to his side.

The two men glared at each other for a brief
moment Then Jeremy gently placed Samantha
between them.

Sam put a hand on each wrist, sending a flare of
pleasure up both arms.

A ThaoukShgd i dlet ga when they both
tensed wunder her fingers.
now. O

Neither man fully understood the details of it,
but there was no denying the waves of contentment
coming from her. Knowing Samantha was happy
meant more to themow than their desire of
ownership.

Because they were accepting it, the other Eagles
had to, but there was little chatter in tief filled
tent as they all waited for Angela to arrive.

Kenn and Kyle exchanged a quick look in the
silence. They had their owplans for the outcome



of this meeting and the tension already in the
canvas would help it along. The air of danger would
be hard for Angela to miss.
The noises of music and fireworks filled the tent
as Marc stepped inside, sweepirgery person
before dicking back out. He looked exhausted.
Kenn recognized the security chedie gave
Kyle a nod that said to stick to the plan.
The mobster gave one in return that told Kenn
he would do his part. Too much depended on this to
make mistakes.
Cynthia came in ndxfollowed by a few senior
Eagles The tent began to heat up as glares were
thrown and caughtot just Kenn and Kyle had put
thought into this meeting. There wemany ways
that an Eagle could rise in Safe Haven. Usually,
those involvedarduous workbutin a moment like
this, a promotion or demotion could happen
i nstantl y. Anigdlea woaud dintd t A
the same needs from a staffll of them fought
flashes of previous competitions for their place
campas they waited.
Angela entered the tetd find three dozen men
and two women waiting. She turnedased brow
toKenni This is a few?o0
The Mar i ne shrugged. il
| eaders and their XOs. The
Doug stoodl|l uwantfiYall of t
Angela didrit argue She went to the front of the
tent and sank into the waiting chair with relief. It felt
great to sit. Marcds energ



feet , but s wielhfrom takingmpopee d t h
t han he could tolerate. H
empty she was.

Kevin handed her a cup of coffee abdcked
off.

She sipped it, surveying the area. The tension
was thick A The Maj or had troops:s
supplies. They returned to find our mess and now,
theyde on the way to Utah. The government will
know about Admn escapinigand about Safe
Haverii n s h o r Angela mgldneed .atoMarc,

t hen Kenn. AHow | ong for t
They conferred briefly.

ARation conditions, ei ght
ATwo supply stops. ..o

ARoughly two weeks. o
Angela was impressed and horrified. She
vi ewed Kevin next. fAHow | o
AAt | east five days, dep:ce
AOn Admdoend Angela made t
AWedl stay the full five that John is recommending
and then go. o
AHar d 2n K aebgeaes tetails
Angel a studied t he Mar it
run?o
AYes, dahasayddo heow, to leave hitm
Kennalready knews he woul dnodt .
The reminder that the camp mattered more than
any of them echoed through the tent.
Neil frowned.n Ar e we going to tr
AMd, Adriands .Eagles donod-



Silenceechoed .then a cheer that she had to
wait on before she couldcontiniiel n t he next
weeks, we have to tell the camp that the government
IS coming, convince them to fight, and get to the
mountains to make outsa nd . 0
Neil and Kyle exchanged a look. Sthiel know.
Shedd | ied earlier. Why?
Silence came again as the enortyi of the
challenge struckAngela let them think it through.
Most of these men had expected to hear that running
was her solution.
A What hfavp lpolel a samp meeting and
tell them? A lot of them already suspécat some
of our people aredifferento K ealso wanted
details
A Weonly tell them about the government
comingd  Nbesioite was hard Aot her wi se
camp will ask why they cahdefend Safe Haven on
their own, with just their
People immediately began turning toward
Angela, wondering the same thing.
A Ma @iShe sighed & tinte we used the
word among ourselves. There are people here who
were born different. We havemagi t o use. 0
A But Gstalmeasoreyou guys dastand and
fight al one, wedthgbhcovB 0 Jer em
AOf cour sleokedatVranrgece.l ail Pl e a s
Marc grunted unhapspesl y. 7
the power, but doegéinshare in the fight, thély be
saredofherof t hem all . 0



Angela noddedii T hde start sneaking off in
the night, a few here and there, and then whole parts
of Safe Haveds population will go openly. Even the
Eagles will betorn between us and loved oneg
AWhy not go othem, likewealdide | i mi
thed a v er s also ighkoeed thegly glares.
Angela shruggedii | hGarules nt out It
depends on what type of a warning we get and how
many sol diers they send th
A T Msaright! Therés a lot of room in even one

bunker . Theyol | sti || out
worried for his rebelliou
group reportback t hey mi ght even ¢
A Not I f we Marclstbod strhighm a | |

and unflinching in the silence caused by his cold
suggestion. AAdrian told me he thought the
mountains were a bad iddhat terrible things

would happen there and push the camp into
agreeing to go south. | s a

Marc lit a smoke and tossed it toward Angela,
who caughit with a juggle. She waved for him to
go on. Convincing the troops was his job now.

Marc raised his voice over the murmurs and
mutters. A Ad haveatnoubl& with the we
government at some point.\Wtas what tipped him
in favor of leaving for a while. We can heal and get
stronger, if we have the time. If the government
comes and we lose or even negotiate, that puts them
in charge of us. W@ have to register our location,
give information on the ped® here, and their
doctors wil/l want access t



Marc perched on t bbasterdge o
starters. Thevar never officially ended. Weee still
under marti al |l aw, t he dr e
take every Eagle here. Tingheydl sort through the
camp and demand a cut théve. 0
Marc looked to Angela, who took up the scene
setting moment.
fiThose like me will have to run. If the
government gets their hands on ud Ilite like with
the Major, but worse. Wi be drugged,abused,
locked up, and our power will be in their hands.
Wedl try to escape, of course, buwlo n 0 tleaeev e r
Charlie behind. Jennifer woul@rleave her babies.
Adrian wouldrit leave Conner, and so ongslt
unlikely that wed see the light of day again. So
wedl scatter across the country to keep it from
happeni ng. We 6| | go back t
before Adrian called us togetliegro o me d . 0O
ARSo keep andjudtldt the bad shih ,
happen?o0 Bihk leqqup gnrhe egmptg d
cratenext to him.
Angela nodded againii T lsawthat we have to
decide But, yes, | believe so. \iémake our stand
in the mountainsthengo south. By the time they
find out and send a real force, waght even be
goneo
A Wh at aboutyl foolviedh e SiMD nDar
they find us on the open o
Angela pulled a paper from her pocket and
handed it to the closest Eagie. Adr i an assu
ot her wi se. He thinks they



t hat theydére already | ow
escaping, andnakinge x amp | e s . And th
fear their men joining us.
Marc and Angela exchanged concerned looks as
the mutters increased. Showing them the page from
Adriand journal was the fastest way to gain the full
support of these men, but it was also dangerttu
revealed how much Adrian had known, expected,
and chosen to allow fate to control.
A Wh at does he mean by vyo
nucl ear bl ood?0o0
AThe c h idledlosg rihe ke wae
suffered through thevar. 0 Angel a was pr
answer those quesns, but the next one hatin
even been considered yet.
AWhat i f we skipC Cynthia f i gh
flushed at the attention swinging her way. Samantha
had waved her alonfecauselenniferwas busy
scanning people at the QEuUt she knew sheidnd
belong in this tent.

AYou me an run for a shi
di sappear ?0 Angela tried t
The reporter cleared her
make a deal. Sort of, anyw

Not able to stand a disjointed report, Angela
tone got tshautp, d&ISpeddy. 0

Cynthia®s nervousness was replaced with
defensive anger. Al meant
campto get them to fight We <canaot run
fight. o



AWhy notsCowledKk efnAnd awhti | e w
I't, why not supply a body?
A Mak e themé&G dbadRo hAnge
considered it, ignoring the pros and cons being
called out. The final choice was based on abifity.
dond think John can do it well enough to get us a
match, but it could buy time. Ve | probably u
Angel a vi ewed Cyntsiy a.
understand whywecédn r un?o0
A Y e s@& notl just our freedom at stake
Cynthids voice Wwh$ ghempm t ake
they officially run the country again. \fe theonly
opposition party.o
A E x ¢ & |IAhdetarrifying to carry all the
responsib | i t y Angeta glanted caround.
A W@ come together again in Zdours with fresh
l deas. One day after that,
There was no room for argument, but more
importantly, there was no doubt. If Angeladsthey
could do it, then theyauld. Nearly everyone left
the tent with a version of that thought in their nand
Shed never been wrong.
Angela and Marc were among the last people in
the humid canvas and they stayed quiet, listening to
the few ideas that hadrbeen openly discussed.
Kenn and Kyle had each been working on the
problem since being inside Little Rock and finding
out the government had also survivedwra. Both
men were brutal in their thoughts, and for once, on
exactly the same page.

=1}



A T hsavhat 6m saying. If we getigly enough,
theyd | back off . o0

Al t hi nk s d@outnunmberusbytimme y c a
much.lts one bunker . o

AThat wed kMaorwe odfi dndét | i k
was going.

Kyle frowned.il f t hey had anot he
have gone there. Anywhere is closer thhaho

ALet me adnxleardos uA nesfogipedhe
st ar t i ng Gefbbtlydaying wefishoold drop
a decoy body for the first group they send, get the

herd sout h, and then follo
ARYes. O
A Y e s dl graldea couple of them and pry out
some basic detaills hen we take i1t do

Marc snarled.iAttack a bunker? Like the
slavers did to NORAD®

Angelapua hand on hi s.lGr m. 7
hear this one. o

Marc gruntedangrily butheld his tongue.

Kenn and Kyle went back to unveiling their
amaingly similar plans. Neither of them cared
about Marés displeasure in this moment.

RnA few of the gifted peo
along to provide personal shields K wditesl for
the next stageHe knew Kenn had covered it.

AAnd t hat raenaan te killvtleem.d o n
Adrian would prefer it that way and | know you
would too, but for us, it means those soldiers can be
converted into Eagles K gestaredii T hdebe



able to help with the training, fill out the missing

careers and culture gaps. 0
A W@ get the others thése probaély holding

others like Conned.think wedl also get a nice add

to the herd K wds enentallydeep into his first

mass ambush. He hailthought of using noiethal

methods.
Kennlifedabrowhn How do you fi gul
fiDraft families. Some will have survived and

made their way inside, but with that many males

locked up together, @ guess the bunker is

encouraging relief sourcés. Ky |l e giSex ugge

makes a good distraction. o
Kenn hadd thought of that, but it instantly

made snse.
Both trained killerdookedat Angela eagerly.

AWe can do this. o

alt has a | ot of benefit:
AANnd so many aGcounatemaltchat |
Marc wasunabl e to hol d si |l ent

dond know how many, where, or what type of
hardware wél be faing. Its s ui ci de. 0

APut 1t Angelas Wads $ents toldo
chill through the tentit Wor k out the Kki.i
you mention it to anyone else. They wWibagree to
kidnapping and torture, and neither will I. Not even
if weGe the ones doingt . O

Kenn and Kyle left the tent without another
word, both surprised to have gotten that far.

The instant they were alone, Maopened his
mouth to protest.



A WadAngelaheldupahand ACan you g
me a few minutes? | need to loakead 0

Marc stomped from the tent, huffing in
annoyance at the drunken partiers and loud music.
He spotted Kenn and Kyle lurkingearby

AAdri amd@ wowemdnagree to th
Marcone of their ol deyou snot
think she woul d?o0

Kenn left him stanatig there speechless

He 0 s , Marcgehlized after a few minutes of
thinking. Angie would never agree to anything so
reckless. Shiel been placating Kenn and Kyle,
keeping them busy.

But Kenn knew that and wa8n upset...
Confused, Marc observed the tween now talking
quietly as if there had never been a problem between
them, let alone hatretdlvhats goingon?

AWhat do you think?0o0

Kenn shrugged. AdAHems mind
Shdll look ahead If it will work, shedl give us the
green lightwhenthe i me comes. 0

AANnd Gyeousure?0 Kyle hate:
her this way, but they had to know.

A Y e s 4l dswhatever it takes to hand this
camp over to Adrian in the same condition that she

received 1t.0

AEven kil I nnocent peopl
Kenn stared at the caay walls, that stiff
shadow. Al f she needs to. O

AnWhen will we know?o0



Kenn settl ed dbtalechk otters wa i t
at tomorrovés meeting, but w@ find out when she
comes from the tent. Watch her face. She dadesn
handle death as well as everyonetkis . ©

Angela found Kenn firsas she came from the
tent. The hateful glower they exchanged made Kyle
t ense. T h elgsthalf hasirgleattirtg abiodt e
baby furniture, of all things.

Angel adbs face tightened i
anger Kyle realizedshe and Kenn were talking
mentally He forced himself to wait until she turned
for the medical tenfi We | Kerth was staring after
herin concern. Kyl e understood it
news. fAWhat did she say?o0

Trying toredotheir plans, Kenn growledi T h a t
when itcomestime, you and will be on the front
lines, notMarc!o

Kyl e wasndét sure what to
wor k?0

AShe wouldnot tell me . B
guess 1t will .o

Kyl e frowned. AWhat 6s t he

Kenn gave one laslibok over his shoulder,
toward where she was vanishing into the dim tent
that held Adrian. AShe has
maybe we justbecameh@m i nt men f or tF

Als that bad?0o0

nlt coul d be. She knows
mani pul ate her. o

AWhateddownow?o



Kennds answer waWaidtt uemtcic
she gives the orders and
hold the meeting tomorrow and then the one to

announce the plans, but I
deal . 0

AWhat i s?0

A A f 4decidimgdattle with thgovernment.

Even i f they utGamwrcante fsihgwr 4
bringthemtous. Wereallyae done runni n:



Chapter Fou

Add One More

1
Sarmnthaslowly led her men away from the
tent. AWhere nax® you guys

AGuar @& dNseivgdonthe coming chore.
He wdosking forward tait.

Al have some rounds t o m:
to.0 J e snaledyat Samantha A Dutthe over
bossat noon. O

Samant ha went toward the
be around for a while, listening. Call if you need
me . O

Both men let their gazes roam her hair and body,
but ther e wasnot | ust
expressions.

AYou two need a friend. o

) 0]



They turnel to find Kyle nearby, helping set up
the extra medical tents that Johad requested.
Jenni fer had sent him out
some rest, knowing it was where he wanted to be.

AYou know whakKwylle nietangi v
eithermana chance to blocke image he was about
tothrustupoh hem. A Someoneand | onde
completely forgettable to occupy your downtime.

Once you have that, this situation eases and brain
functions return. o

Jeremy wanted to ignore the words, but Neil, set
to face one of is worst sins since thear, had to
listen.

Kyl e didnot bot her keepi
Changes were flying through Safe Haven
Samantha and her triangleeremerely a tiny corner
of the controlled chaos. A
be loyal unless she chaes o ne, and you
know that momefii f 1t comes. | wou
it.0

A Wh at t he hell has this
scowledhar shl y. #@ANothing is |

Altds not Angelaappeareddehinde . 0
t hem. AWedre constamtly <c
Nothing stays the same. That lesson held true long
before thewvart hat we survived. 0O

Angela went to where Samantha had stood so
happily between them. AnThe
werejustthatt i mi ts. We dondot havi
we probably nevershadl have. 0



AYou mean marriage and m
wasaware of Kyle observing her in satisfaction.

n think free wild!@ me an
based on what 8msnone ofghedse f or
di fferences are wrong. We ¢

way. Some aréf e matessoulmatessome ar@ne

night stands or quick breeding moments that

produce amazingly gifted offspring. None of us are

right, and none of wus are
ADoesnd6t foeel that way
Angela tried not to patronidéeil because of his

mutter. AAnd thatodés your choli

base it on societyods rul es
with the setup, so can eve
Neitherman replied

Angela filled in the sile

I c an ot farrabead] and é@vantif | could, |
suspect you already know w
none for her, and that i sn

Enjoying the few fireworks that were still being
lit, Angela went to the medical tent, where Adrian
and Conner were the lnpatients. Everyone else
had been switched. The extra tent Kyle and his team
were working on was for any new arrivals John
wanted quarantined.

Kyle waved at Daryl to take over the tent
stocking Hejoined Neil and Jeremy as they started
walking toward te mai n camp. AnReme
you are and al |l pgoplewbene don
they hassle you.Hat should be enjoyed with pride,
gentlemen. You are going against the known and



accepted in search of happiness and adventure
beyond what any of them woudve have the sand
to try. o

Neil and Jeremy both teased him about the
wording

Kyle let their friendship sink in and start healing
his own wounds. They were finally working on the
same goals again. Things would be easier on them,
In some ways, so long as thiegd each other

2
AWhat are you do
Neil paused at t
you?o
Beckyds sshardalized Neiewas her
protection on this shiftHer mouh opened, face
reddening.
The trooper prepared to duck.
Al Yoartges. Youknowhat r i ght ?0
NeiltookJefts post, feeling her
AHe da$onrgiven you eithet
Meaning Seth. Neil 6s cor
slipped a bit. fAl dondét ne
Becky accepted that reluctantly. Until now, Neil
hach@ shown any remorse, only left her alone. He
was careful whenever they spent time around each
other and that wasiiike nothing had happened.
AnCan | say it gustshutap!| d vy
and stood my post ?o0

i ng here’
héatelhost il



He is trying to atoneBeckydidn& care me way
or the other. ASay it I f
anything. o

Neil took the steps that brought him into range
for what had to happen next. He slowly took off his
hat, hard face cracking with misefydn s or r y . 0o

Tears traced her cheeks despite timgkshe
di d n @ Becky @denaked her hands to keep from
sobbing.l d o nwart to feel anything for him!

Neil was having trouble reading her through his
own pain, and chose to give everything that she
might need.i B u t o n | y hagpenetdfor wh a t
making you his target.Gh not sorry for wanting
you. O

Neil braced for the coming blow. l&karrived
at a tolerable place with himself through all of it, but
for that wall of guilt to lower, he had to follow

t hrough. Anor t hawatclsymme t i mi
bonding with Seth, Il stil |
Slap!

Neil didnd react, willing her to keep going. It
was the only way to give them both relief.
Becky started tsob.
Nei |l gave adnaéaldoroay|lwasin ov e .
your first. I used to dr ea
Becky understood that on some level this would
help her, but the pain! S&kspent the last months
in hell and part of it had been the used feélimg
from the rape, but from how easily Neil had
changed his mind about her.



A | got pr egnangelaahdAoma i t ,
tookcareoita f ew weeks ago. 0

Neilwasinstanff cr ushed. AWhat c
| can leave!d | be gone the secon
AStop it!o Becky drew in
stared in miserable shock.
Neil smohered his own desperation to respond
to hers. AAnyt hing. Name i
Becky took another step into the new future that
had been so brutally <carve

point, im goi ng to ask for what

Neil& mouth dropped opesBecky jerked him
into reality.

Al | ove Seth an@ pbty | ov e
clear on human nature nawshed i dndét censo
harshtone @fi hlways going to feel cheated,
always going to wonder what might have been if
Samantha hadhcome to Safe Havem.

Neil waited, not sure if he could refuse her or
follow through. He had no spark for Becky now.

Right?

AForgiving and foddoettin
yet, but Bve hurt enough to know that being cheated
f est er sShienstiudren.edd away. A A
&M going to be recovered. To get there,§idwave
to help me. o

Neil forced himself to think around the guilty
shock, amazed and dismayed by her new maturity.

With that plan to follow, and Seth and her team to
lean on, she could have more than a futue@smp
relief source.lt was horrible that so many of the



former slaves were choosing that route, but Neil
hoped more time in Safe Haven would help them
understand they were worth more. With Becky,
shedd b eabomngthimoialdirtes lang before
Rick. Peggy had wanted her settled down, but
Becky had wanted the danger and excitement of real
Il i f e. Shedd got tNeihforced and
hi mself to speak. AWhat eve
He saw her fists clench and expected anger. The
fresh tears were aigrise.
Al need to hear that name
Her shoulders shookNeil reacted like the
gentlehearted man that he was. He took her arm
and pulled her into his embracd. Go dm sol
sorry!o
It was a heavy, hurtful moment for them bioth
one thamight let hatred fade and forgiveness begin.

3

More than tired of the firecrackers and
thumping music, Marc spotted Charlie lingering
near the tent area and slowly made his way over.
Getting through the partyi
easy. Too many ofthem wanted to offer
congratulations and gratitude for looking after
things while Adrian was gone, and for not being like
Kenn. | t was tiresome cons
tiresome and annoying. It made his view distort and
he suddenly saw them all as mhdrpies sent to
suck the I ife out of Adri a



Marc realized that was how his demon saw
them. Before he could question, he joined Charlie.
He di dndt .Heda dd ntoa kimorve t o
personal contact at all.

More of the silent treatménhuh?the demon
commented sarcastically.i ke t hat s new.

Charlie glanced up curiously.

Marc immediately turned his attention.
AWheredbds Tracy?o

Charlie took Il nstant of f
troubl e?0

AWhy? You gonna&overf or her ?0

Char | i expdctaddtime@bruptness, but he
refused to | i e. Al f I had
troubl e. 0

Marc raised a brow

The teenager flushed. Mom knows . O

A Go.od Mar ¢ edvowm dwkward that
conversation had been. A
guestion?o

ARShedsgclupahi hdads mess.

after lunch. o
Mar cos fr owimg;, Ghareerhdrreedd g r o
toexplainni Hi | daés the only one.

Marc visibly relaxed, but Charlie caught the
mental note to verify it and knew Marc would
before the night was over.
ARnAre you okay waiting forl
Charlie flushed.
Marc sighedi Pus hi ng

I i w
busy. Smart and st

mi t s hi
upi d, K i



AYes, butéo Charliebds voli
the effort of holding in so many new emotions. The
uge to t akehatshtea yteda dier 6Gh 4d
mi nd, whi spering, but heo
obsession with Tracy was helping him control it. He
had other highs to reach. | didndét meet |
and | do itevery day Whenl donodt Ilget t
like.. i ke | betrayed her some
that way, or at least she never acts like it, but | have
to have this time with her

Charlie snapped his mouth shut, but it was too
| at e. He knew by t heeedway N\
into athin line.

Marc thought of the trip
never get Angie and desperate for even a single
moment of glory to remembdn that instant, there
had only been one thing he wanted from lieA
kiss. To seeif it was still magic 0

Charliesighed.

Tracy came from the tent and he immediately
went to dispose of the waste.

Marc stared, relieved when they went in
separate directions.

Charliebs step was | ight
ugly chore he was performing. Very few things
could make a person happy while carrying a bucket
of vomit, and it kept Marc

HeOs up t o s o me tthe demgn Fol
ordered.

Reluctantly, Marc did.



4

Kenn ducked into the bathroom and sat with a
grunt . Li Singds finobutd t as
coming out sucked.

The porto-let was hot and stinky, but Kenn
preferred ito the crowded campers in the mornings
sohedd made it a nightly ri
shower, check in with theviolent new XO, and
stay at Adriano6s side unt.i

Footsteps crunched outside the stall
comfortingly, people calmly passingenn finished
up. He wadooking forward taserving Adrian while
he recovered and enjoyiagyextra power he might
achievefrom it.

Kenn opened the door and went out.

His foot tangled in somethindne brought the
other boot in front to keep from fallingBarely
saving himself, he took another step.

A sharp tug on his tangled foot sent him
sprawling this time.

Kenn landed handsdown, in something wet
and reekingly familiar.

Laughter exploded from the few witnesses

Kenn gritted his teeth as he shoved himself up.

He jerked his foot free of the jump rope and
slung chunks of vomit from his hands.

An accident,he decided, pidkg out the rope
and no one around except the guards. Some kid
dropped his toy as he thre



Kenn turned for the showers, face red. He was
almost to them when he remembered that sharp tug.

He turned to glower, but there were only & fe
Eagles in sight and none of thevaslooking at him
NOW.

AANn acocHe gededlt he door open
clever one. 0

Marc came from the shadows, nodding at the
Eagles whodéd witnessed it
better, he was still chuckling as he motionedkZa
to have his boys clean up the mess. Some justice
was being dispensed.

Marc noticed Becky and Neil in deep
conversation outside her tent and filed it. He swept
the shadows for Seth and
copobs team.

Marc finished his rounds of the macamp and
went to the QZ. He avoided the medical area,
instead, finding Kevin.

AThi ngsHeikealthe&man as he stood
duty over the farthest QZ perimeter.

Kevin sighed. AOut her

Marc <could feel t he t
happen?o

AJust a quick fight bet
Probably over Leslie. Angela has them working

under supervision. They we
Marc wasnot surprised. H
when Leslie chose to folloc

and clainedthem both.



A What eolus ehadvoe yf or her to

ANot hi ng af toerKestkhinenedme et i
hisnotes A Kyl e said shedoll be
your bed. 0

Marc approved. nAIl I post s

AYes, and weol | have ext
from John. o

AR Good. Wh o di d o cdll afy t e

I
somet hing happens overnigh
Kevin gave him a pointed
to. o

AThat works. o Marc start

post, and turned around. A

AYes. He and hi's team ¢
surviving women, making ur e t hey ar eno
return | ater. o

Marc wondered what Angela had told them to
do if the snake women chose to return.
Kill them all, of coursgthe demon supplie&he
knew the Bgles would follow your choice.
Marc left before he could confirm thatHe
di dndét want to view her or

5
AAre you happy nhow?0o0
Samantha smiled at the question, stepping aside
so Marc could join her in
him tap, bushewas sure that he had.Mor e t han
ever thought was possi bl e.
AAnd your men?o



Samant ha winaad.usfi Tmagy @r

Marc had questions,ub the one he needed
answered, he refused to let through his lips.

Samantha gave him a quick weather report,
hoping he would let it go. Marc was the one person
here that it bothered her to lie to, and if he asked the
right questions, things could get tense

ASo just rain?o

AYes. l't |l ooks to clear

AGood. O

Marc didrd leave, instead observing as she
resumed her casual pacing and listening. Samantha
had a deluxe tent filled with boxes of weather
equipment at her disposal, but Marc knée teport
had come from her mind.

ACan you t aldath® élewasant ur e,
awe at the thought. ACommu

She gave a shomod Buil wondét, not
something to offer.o

Marc made the connectiomi Adr i an al r e
asked thad

A N0 Saathashrugged fiHe al ready
suggestea@ barterafterwe ran from thevildf 1 r e . 0

AAnd he told you to what

need to make a deal | 1 ke t
nHe told me it made uUus a
try. |t canot be kbte n e w

sur ender . 0O
urrender ?0

A S
AOur extinction, boy scol



Marc flinched at the com
that, not anymore.
AYou can understand why
Marc grunted, heading fo
protection orl 6dbuble it 0
Sananthastuck out her tongue at his back and
then grinned. Shd i dptabto be isolatedonight.
In fact, just the opposite.

6
fiBlondeandblueand compl etely fo
Jeremy hated the words still ringing in his mind,
but that di dnogdgtospatawpabldhi m f
candidate as he walked through the carhpo

tall ét otwo muthi pér f ume. Does
e N 0 u lgatemen.
Jeremyds gaze | andigd on

womangroup had gained three new membéhe
shortest among them had Sa
hair. It twinkled in the light of the centeampfire

Jeremy reluctantly drifted closer.

The women were practicing their gun stance and
di dndét notice when he join
He studied he blonde, comparing her weight,
shape, and general rear profildnat could work

Bridget felt him staring and peered over her
shoulder.

Jeremy studied her features gently and realized
she fit Kyl eds wolooldatand Sh e
nothing elséconpletely forgettable.

I
r



Jeremy smiled at her before he could stop
himself. And then he turned away. If it got to be too
mu c h, hedd hearnsthapdesesrunderT h a't
those cuff jeans would be kept track of by the
single Eagles, but for Jeremy, it wastja way to
know hefta mar ker i n place of 1
have yet. Her face, he cou
he was out of sight.

As Jeremy vanished into the parking area,
Leslie got the attention of everyone in earshot with
a quick warningii | f nieg to yoo, it will be for

relief. He | oves Samant ha.
Bridget went up to the lintake hetturn. A1 6 m
not i nterested i n him.o

Leslie gave her a dirty glare at the obvious lie.
ALIi ke that matters. o

AWe al ways offer support
they pick me of usd0 T b acy o friendlieva s

than Leslieds. Altds an ho
Bridget finished her set and rejoined the small
crcleiJeremy isnét the only
because | | ook | ke her .o

|
She stared at Beckyobs te
were now chatting lightlyi Wh e n hat one ¢
me , | 61 | make him fal/l I n
have Sarantha | t 61 1.0 bBer ipdegltiee cni s <
frowns of all the other females.
Samantha overheard the remark as she walked
by and the words sanktino her gut . Wasn
it should be? Neil certainly deserved happiness, as

e
t



did Jer emy. It was herself
about.

Samantha ducked quietly into the tent shadows
and circled around t o | i <
response.

A Go ek, then. When she came, it was like
the rest of us no | onger e

Bridget wasnodot discour ag:
have the advantage that |

A Wh at advantage?0 Megan
the same features. 0

Bridget glanced over in a patronizing ittsu
AObviously not, honey, or
staring at you. o

Samantha tensedlhat oneis mean.

ARSo whatodos the wadw@att age
I f she wanted Bridgetdos pl
Leslie hadmany male friends in Safe Haven and
whi | e liketb eadalv the field a bit, having to
pick one had kept her from doing it. If she could
have twoeé

Bridget flipped her hair over her shoulder so
that i1t would catch the I
thatoutfoyour sel ves. We arenot

Samatha resumed her walk, bshed i d n 6t
relax. Bridget was probably counting on being able
to play on Neil 6s emotions
the other gifted people here and hidinglike
Jenniferwas?

Trailing him, Samantha noted that Jeremy
hesitated ad then went to his truck. He sat on the



tailgate staring at the pl ace
earlier. He appeared forsaken.

Jeremyos t he oThar bdnd mi g h
wasnot nearly as strong.

Samantha felt the chill of old loneliness coming
andresisted being pulled into the darkness.

Not yd. She wentoward JeremyLet me have
a little more happiness, okay? Just a little.

Jeremy felt her coming and found himself
comparing her to the other blonde, but his heart
pounded too hard to be able to centrateNothing
less will satisfyne Heartass could go back on the
market.

ACan | join you?Oo

Jeremy foundenoughair to speaki You donodt
have to ask. o

Samantha sent out a wave of happinstesling

I s br eat $he glamded &t theotnwck bed.
A blanket this time?0o0
Jeremy immediately got up and retrieved his
bedroll from the front, se
the offer of his tent that he longed to make.

Samantha helped him, enjoying the brush of his
hands and body as they worked together.yThe
resumed their previous positions with a small intake
of air, a rough groan, and lay there in silent
contentment.

As they began to drift, Jeremy again dropped his
walls and tried to stay close to her light.

h
A



7
Sheds ready. 0

ACopy. O

Marc went to the medal tent, where Angela
had gone after the meeting
not for her to hold out another three hours. Where

N

was she pulling thetrength’lSh e 6d st i | | b €
after drawing from him. He, on the other hand, felt
wiped out.

You need tdeed her morgthe demon advised.
S h e 6irgy mdre now, caring for more.

Mar c di dnot | i ke t he p
morningods sexual concerns,
If he started talking with the demon, he might get
used to using it and that would Bangerous.

You could bow outhe demon replied sweetly.

Adrian will give her what she nds.

Marc stomped into the medical tent, furious, but
it was gone the second he spotted Angela. It
appeared that shedd fallen
andwasnowlsu mped uncomfortably
arm.

Marc approached them sil
eyes flew open the instant he got close. Unable to
do much more than yell, that instinct to protket
was still strong.

The two men stared at each other for a long
moment both wondering if this would become a
habit for thenisharing her.



Al h o@ eA dbredicwasa hoarse croak
that didndét get even a sti
were both so bonded to. AT
Marc agreed, jaw clamped tight to kefpm
telling Adrian that he should have died and then
there wouldndot be any chan
Altds what | wanted. o
Marc took that in coldly.
Adrian wound his fingers, all he was capable of
moving, through her tangled curls. He gave a gentle
tugandt hen | et go. Alt hasnot
have | et me die. o
Al tos wor Mar @ o wekhmewnb e r
strengthened longings after Angie had healed him.
ALIi ke you candét breathe an
Al 6ve never beem Acdr itahn
shuddered 6fm f i ghti ng. 0O
Marc knew that, but it d
He carefully lifted Angela into his arms.
Angry and stressed, it still would have been
l mMmpossible to miss t&e nak
Marc hated himself for feeling compassidte
kept hismouth shut until they were out in the cool
night air.
Marc gestured to Kevin, who appeared as beat
as the waan snuggling into his embradg Ad r i an
needs company. 0

Kevin sighed. Al ol | get -
Marc thought f Charl i e.
Adri anos chosen femal es

becomingoff limits.



Kevin wanted to argue, b
was sharing Angie with theoss manhow couldhe
protest?

AShe wants t o0 bMegestate@ r e f
AGo get her. 0

Kevin went slowly, jealously, even though
Adrian was clearly in no shape to do anything. He
j usliwénthertimeformyselAnd t hat 6s wr
| have to let her work.

Kevin vanished into the darkness

Marc continued to the center QZ tent without
guilt. He was sure that Cyma could use a break
from fending off Matt, who wanted to cement their
relationship physically.

Marc smirked, sliding Angie into the open
bedroll. Yeah, le definitely had the better end of
that stick.

8
AStay on your side!o
Kevin stopped, stunned for minute by the
shadows. Matt and Cynthia were sharing a bed!

il mean i t. You dutthose h me
fingers off . o0

Kevin | i stened t o Matt o
di smayed by how much it re

A No, Mat t , I dondt . o

Kevin coul dn dids he dugged Mat t
the thick shadows around the canvas.



Al 6d | i ke you more i f you
for the dream. 0
Al .0doMat t edparnstwaving il j us:
dondét understand why vyou t
Cynthia sighed deeply, amkvin felt an honest
answercomings o met hi ng he hadnot
AThey would have banishe
worse. | coul dnodot | et that
AAnd now youowiMah dsgtgl aha
her.
nNo, I made the right <c¢hi
trusted again and have a r
Matt snorted scornfully and Kevin found
himself agreeing. As he watched a shadow finger
creep onto the other side of the mattress, it was hard
not to. Matt was a bad kid and it would get worse.
Kevin came from the shadows, boots crunching
carelessly.
The shadw hand drew back and Cynthia sat up,
listening.
Kevin tapped on the fl ap
you. 0
Cynthia flushedii Be r i pbht t her e
Both males heard the breathless tone.
Kevin smirked when Matt shifted roughiyn
the air mattressnearly flipping Cyntfa off it. The
boy didnodot | iThedeelings mutualr Adr
Kevin was still lingering when the repert
stepped out of thetenteH caught Mattos
glare through the open flap.



Not one to be subtlevenin the old world,
Kevin held hisarm out to Cynthia like a gentleman
would have

Annoyed and sleepy, Cynthia slid her arm into
Kevinds and | eft Matt star
She wasnét cut out for bab
and Octeboy liked to watch the sun come up.

i A n o wdele Bhe unconsciously leadinto
Kevindéds welcoming heat. n

Kevin understood, but di
If he and Cyn were supposed to be a match, Angela
and Adrian woul dnot have
mix.

T

9

Marc settled Angela onto his bedroll, smoothing
her clothes and hair into more comfortable
positions. As helaid the long braid across his
pillow, the gray glared like asigi.h er e 684 mor e
lot more.

Sheperforms minor miracles daijythe demon
stated, tone slightly admirin@onight, she brought
a man back from the dead. Did yohink there
woul dndét be a price?

Marcds mouth stayed cl| ose
knew it wasonly a matter of time before he began
talking with the ghost inde. The demon had
informationthathe needed.

Angela stirred briefly, a
me, will ya?o



Marc eagerly slid both big hands around her
waist and up to her bra. He rubbed as the hook
sprang free, but she was alredickasleep.

Marc coveed her up and sat on his side,
thinking. In a bit, he would clean his guns and
maybe run over for a hot shower. Right now, he had
to decide if it was worth the trade to have the demon
in his life. He hadnanydoubts about being able to
hide it once he mathat choice.

AMar ceéeo

A n g i &ldvas sweet, comforting.ne demon
faded to allow Marc this moment alone.

Once in the rear halls, the demon chose the door
with the information scrol
only as much as Marcods i m
allow, but the words had always been in reach.

Bitter over his imprisonment, the demon had
spent decades learning from the inherited data
stores. When his chance came, the demon planned
to know what to do with it. If he were useful, he
woul dnodt b eagaih. dMark evds crugb
enough to keep him in here forever, but not if there
was something to deal withThe demon went
straight to the section on recovery.

Marc settled next to Ang
a shudder of perfection. Her legs tangled with his,
body melting against his hip, and the feeling of
rightness increased. Even innocent contact between
them created a feeling adeclusionthat Marc
wanted to drown in. He drifted off thinking of the



trip here, when it had been just them against the
world.

Angela drained and hungry, let tlnatch out to
roam as she felt herself falling into a deeper sleep.

May | take from where | want?

Angela agreed sleepilyud leave Adrian alone
for a bit.

Thewitch laughed softly and vanished.

Mar c 6 s ar mscorsdiogsly Angelae d
let the darkness claim her, securely locked in
Marcods dr eams.

Thewitch didn&@ go far,justto the information

banks. There was someone S
reach unt i | now, not ful |
decades, butabhadn®t gled e nAr

permission to roam. That wdhe only way to open
the doorbetween demond.he ancients had needed
to be sure that the demons could never betray their
hosts.
As she slid silently into the dimly lit library,
Mar cos demon aftheosgld pof hes.t unn e
Hedd never viewed his own
The witch cackled, gliding toward the far wall.
She paused in front of a door that the demon had
never been able to open.
The witch pushed the door gently and it slid a
crack, revealing a blue In.
The demon behind her gasped. And came
closer.
Thewitchwa s not ready to go f
newest access point, at least not aldses turned



slowly. Orbs glowing deep crimson, she appraised
Marcbés magi cal center ruth
The demon felt her evaluation and held still
under the promise of adventure he rdadthe
charged atmosphere. The at
they ever met was there, as well as a raw sense of
dangerous power, but the lure of a friendship was
whatmade hin agree
Al bi nd mys eHefpaused. you f or
AROne day. They c.ahhe manacg
witch waited for his answer
Al bind myself to you for one full day The
demonwasndét sur e albessaundof r us-t
her voice was pure powehe kind hewould never
provoke.
The witch held out a hand, observing him
closely.
The demon snatched her up against his chest in
a tight, hungry grip. #dlLet
The witch cackled again, turngna bit to reach
the door. hey vanished into the unknown with
Ma r ¢ 0 en swielding in happinesslis light, as it
grew, was bright gold.

10
AHome. . . O
Kendle rolled over, her sleep restless. She
bumped into the sharp, cold corner of the seat and
jerked awake.
They were home.



Except, it was@, not anymore. Somehow,
while shewasr@ looking, Pitcairn had become her
home.

The sound of the engines coming pulled her into
alertness and sent a hopeful fear into her heart.
People!

A L u k 8He owas surprised that he hadd
stirred.

She looked over to find him huddled against
their ba&packs. Een in the darkness, she could see
his skin had a sheen of sweat. He was wdhé!

Kendle pulled the gun from her belt and slowly
inched over to the windowi Pl ease be goo:
Pl ease be good guys...oO

All she could see was headlightt leastén of
them. Five trucks circlethe planeas ifthey knew
she and ukewere in hereShit!

Kendle sank down, racing for a solution.

ACome on out of there. o

Make a dealKendle slowly stood up, longing
to see a group of uniformed authority tdghéer.

The sky was just beginning to lighten as she
climbed down, the wind chilly and the sky ominous.

The vehicles turned their lights off all at once,
throwingherinto darkness.

Kendle stopped at the bottom of the short stairs,
gun in hand.

A T wous aré comingover. D& s hoot . 0

The fact that the voice was female went a long
way incalmingKendles f ear & . oAl won



Gravel crunched as the vague shadows got
closer. Kendle was able to make out hands holding
lanterns that hadhbeen lit and guns dmps.

Kendle stared at the wild women, eyes adjusting
enough to show her ménclothing and weapons,
and a hardness dige never seen in American
women before.

AYou fly in?o0

Kendle nodded stupidly, staring as a lantern was
lit.

Carol motioned towardthetran . i Gvee s s Yy
figured out what happened.

Kendl e forced herself to
country?ao

Mar sha grunted, eyeing t
finally did what everyone

AA f ew t.0 meCsastudidd Kendle.
AWhat ya g o hatyowfelttthe aeedptd a n e
defend?o0

Kendle reacted the way digebeen scarred.
Fight or die. AMy man. Wh y
taking him?0o

Both women blinked at the hostile tone.

Carol held the lantern uptuslying Kendle and

her scarsh Wh er e y o ua sfsr?am, Har d
Kendle slid the gun into
infformationldo@@ care to part witdh
Mar sha gl ower ed. nlf w e

wedd take him. o
Kendle took a step forward and growled.



It wasrd a warning sound or even anger. It was
a victim in thecorner about to spill blood in an
attenpt for freedom. Tie two caravan leaders knew
the noisewell. They both took a step back. This
wasrd the easyprey theyd hoped for upon seeing
aslender shadow through the plane window.

Kendle took a deep breath, sy back the

need to kill. AYou shoul d
Carol opened her mouth, maybe to offer a little
encouragement.

AKendl e?o0
Marsha and Carol both took another quick step
backat the male voice
AHe doessonund good. O
AWh&atwrong with him?0o
Kendle was taii clearly they could be troulile
but she had no idea what to do to help Lukén
not sured Her shoulders slumgxd AHe was f
when we | anded. 0o
Marsha and @rol exchanged a glance. In it,
they asked if they wanted to take the chance on
helping astranger. In this new world, that wasa
good idea.
AWhat vya got to trade f ol
Kendle thought fast. Not the gun, food, or water.
ABl anket s, a coupl e packs
candles. . . 0O
AWhat about t hetheretane ? 0
It wasrd rusting like everything they found now
would be good material for increasing the strength
of their caravan.



Kendl e s | ouillgstoungeat @ueNo. Al
gas in it, though. We coas
Marsha had been thinking alioa plane all
along. This land was dead. Staying was another bad
idea, but those leading their little group had
outvoted her. ndSdheck lnim a s i d-
over . o
Kendle moved reluctantly, praying she wadsn
making a mistake.
The two big women climbedside, eyeing the
gear and thevell-built man shaking on the floor.
AFeveri sho Mapgnslthapul se
Carol noddedalso making observations i N o
puke or shit, thougm ot a Vvirus. O
She looked over to where Kendle was standing

tensely inthe narrowdooway . @A How | ong
been here?o
Kendl e added. ARA week or

ALand sickness?o0
Carol shruggea t Mar s hadsCoqu as sb

Hes strong still .o
Marsha glanced at Kendle, able to see more of
thebitemarkas t he sun rose. AnHe

Kendle $i00k her head, trying not to shudder.
ANoO. O

AThe person dead now?o0

Kendle 6 s g answer en@ugh.

A W@ give him a dose of antibiotics and give
you the bottle. See that he takes three of the capsules
every day and dahhide any back for the next time.



If he has an infection and you dibgive him all the
meds, there wdhbe a next time.

Luke struggled beneath the rough hands,
hearing voices, but unable to make out the words.
Hed never gotten sick so fasie opened his eyes
to see Kendléeaning over him in concern.

ALet the medd ti heewoblkt t?

Luke didrd argue. He was too tired from
listening to that ticking clock in his head again.

Kendle stayed by his side as the caravan set up
a tight camp around the plane and begaseible
down for a few hourof sleep. As soon as Luke
couldbe moved, she would load him into the small
jeep shé&l bartered for their remaining fruthe
sight of which had sent the group of all women into
fits of drooling and shouted bids. The currendy o
the world had changed.



Chapter Fie

Fix the World

1

N Wt has he been doing here, Angie?
Whats t he secret goal of Saf
Angela tilted the book toward Marc so that he
could read the title on the first page.
How to fix our world, on@roblemat a time.
Marc opened his mouth to sciid make light
of that impossible godand found awe. Talk about
high ambitions. He settled on the question that
mattered most. fACan he?o0
Angela flipped the page, leaning closertsat
they could both read.

Step one: Write out a complete solution for all
problems that cause murder.

Two: Explore every possible outcome and
account for them.



Three: Go over each of these steps again.

Four: Record the chosen results.

Five: Put number for in the proper order
according to consequence ripples.

Six: Consider allvorstcasescenarios.

Seven: Repeat steps/luntil youire 95% sure.
Fate will cover the rest.

There was a lot more listed under that one, but
Marc wasi@ ready to even skim it. He leanbédck
on the mattress instead, stretching out. He had no
doubt about what was in the stack of notebooks
now. Adrian had repeated steps lntil he came
up with a plan. And then 6& begun to follow it,

line by line.Ai Whtoh e hel | iI's he?o0
Angel a sighed umshlasppi | vy.
hope. o

Marc | et his hand caress

was you. o
Angel a dimanl agwvisor. Hi Ithe

light. o
Marc tossed out a myave O
|l ight .o

Angel ads s mil andtemacekl it hi s
with hungef the kind that had to be satisfiddarc
gently pulled her onto the bed.

2
AAgain today?0o0



Charlie denied the reque
Webd get caught. o
Tracy i gnored the disapp:¢
know when haemde.Ilodm
Charli e stared at her, y
could do something el se to
Tracy started to say no and found herself asking
what he had in mind.
APuppy duty, tray del i ve!
all on my listo He watcled forher reaction.
Tracy sighed. nMore FND,
AYes. O
Charli e didnot add anyth
smart enough to know what he was doing for her.
ASomet hing fun after war d:¢
AWhat would you | ike to
Charl i ebs happiness gave
ring than what she was used Twacy froze as an
unexpected chill of desire ran over her si8are he
hadndét meant it that way,
answer. fiwhatever we can d
Now Charlie froe. The images hitting him
w e r mdecent, and hersiggled to keep her from
knowing.fil 61 I think of somethi
Tracy took in the red cheeks and stiff stance
with understanding. He had remarkable control over
his new hormones.
AOkayé You sure your mom
out? She has a mean swing.
Charlie grinned. i Ov me , It Wo u
guno



AAI'l the more relasdnatuegr

flushed. nLeave it al one,
this up. o

ANo. O

Charliebébs firm tone wasno:¢

to argue with yet. Tracy still hesitated, though.

Right now, it was innocehhe was helping her
build a different future When hedd of f e
hadndot hesitated.

ABecause you | iakdhowblei ng
make youfeell donot expect anyth
Tracy didnét mind ghéhe me
refud to allow the Iie. #ADo
Charlie didndét | owdyr hi s
expect things from myself
Especially since | know wh
Tracyo6s voice softened.
things. o

ﬁDoeS\n@rtyone’)o he hedged
Nn¥éso Trsighedy Al wappbbedo t}
She |l et him | ock their gaz

to be di sappointed?o0

The teenager grinned. nl ¢
| hoped for. o

Tracy gazed back steadily, mostly aymg his

weak pull . ATiIi me with me?o0
Charlie pushed out that magnetic flame and sent

It rushing over her body |
do. Al't means more to me.
Tracy suddenly coul dnot |
figure?o



Because lybuafter ®t i | | want
Donét do that! o Tracy s
lighting up as if she were with Adrian.

Charli e took a step cl os
better with me. o

Tracy felt a light brush along her lips, a mental

ot 3

caress, and shuddetr.ead i n n
Charlie pulled the heat in, proud of himself.
Hedd practiced it on sevel

attempting this moment. He waited for her to get
control of herself, aware that he might have gone
too far.

AHow do you do that?0o0

Charlie kept histone lighti 1 t 6s a | ong
complicated. 0

Tracy snickered at the defensively eager
answer. fiBetter to show, r

Charlie flushed, but di dr
Tracy giggled. Al tihink v
much | ater. o
Charlie stiffened at the words and sent out
arother blastofheatt Wi | | t here be a |
Electriaty sparked Charlie came closer as she
thought about her answer. He put a hand on the stall

door , | eaning 1 n. APl ease?
Tracy sighed in defeatShe held no defense
againsthim beggingfi Ye s |, I f you sti
when itds | egal . o

ATo hel |.oHebroughttHera githih a

f oot of each other. Al ol |

make a team. 0



Tracy struggled to fight the attraction, to form
wordwondté | canb6té Stop t
Chatrlie lifted his hand, wanting to feel her skin.
AExcuse me. 0
They both spun from the powerful moment to
find the new boyConner leaning against the door.

AYou done? | gotta piss. (
Flushing scarlet, Tracy hurriedly ducked end
Charliebébs arm and fl ed t he

cleaning supplies.

Conner limped toward the stall

Charlie went to help the wounded teenager,
trying not to be angry about the interruptiokt
least he had finally let Tracy know where he was
goingwi t h t hings. And she ha
Hed6d had to | et her in a |
that was hard to do here. So many of the refugees
had ugly, greedy minds that hurt him. It was a relief
todsover that Tr aEHerconcars not
was for hurting the dream

Or you, his demonoffered.She doesnot
you risking your nectfor her.

Too late for thatCharlie waied for Conner to
finish.

ASheds hot. Yours?o

Conner 06s guestion was b
friendly. Charlie didi@ pick up any disapproval.tl
made him careles6.Bef or e souh ghewile ar i
be. o



Conner took in the determined fire and
recognized the commosoul. Charlie was like
h i nmwéas Adrian his father?

Charlie didnot correct t
bring up a thick wdl He now had secrets that he
would defend, harshly if provoked.

3
Angela flushed as she can
| ong have you been waiting
AJust got here. o Kyle cl

clearly a lie.
AUhuh. o
Kyl e snickered. fldka y b e

tomorrow?o
A By an Mdroxalled!fram insideghe tent
Angela and Kyle laughed as they began
walking.
Kylehaned her a papenand fiNea
places for supply pickupsong the way. The water
from the hot springs thermal. Do we still havo

clean it even though 1tb6s
nYes. So me otHousantsaoyearsvat e r
ol d. Wedbdbre not taking any

knows what nature might have cooked up down
there? Try to collect from areas that are covered
with green boxes. They wengsed as protection
from debris and other
went into her pocket. i
ADid a spmot tdhowrdt i sObac



Angel abds mi nd we nt t o D
hel ped to expose. MfAAnother
ARYes. We c edhgridedbubDAdman y

was sure there was a second thief K frowmed
AWe didndét catch anyone el

Angel a stored that. Al ol |
iLeecdmi nt, as per &hdr cos
of f at l unch. 0 He paused,
been quiet, but there were caiings in the distance

| ast night. Zack checked i
all come by today. More sheep, not shepherds, that

he saw. Wedre good here for
unl ess that creek goes up.
one has duty overit, bute @oébyiton r ounds.
AAny signs of | ife?0
ANoO, but It was dar k. Mi
things | i ke that. o

Angel a sl owed, noting th
l ittl e more room. Keep goi

Kyl e referred to the next
Conner on what dagdndJeiméed s al
wants to know when she get

Angel a thought of wh at S
| 61 | handl e myself. Tel |
weeks away from getting by the danger date. Tell
her we need those babies more thesm needa
hand. o

Kyle had told her the same thing, but Jenny was
worried aboutosing her place.

AWho i s Libdés assistant t o«



Kyl e moaned in mock anno
give him one, so he drafte
AThat explains the |ines.

AYeah. kedgm@daneyeoher . 0O
Angela was noticely those around thenshe
plasteed a welcoming expression pacanning the
herd Shefound worry, restlessnessporedom,and
suspicion everywhere, but little arrgw hostilityas
she gointo line and was surrounded.
Howdés Adrian?o
Whenoés bak o0omi nod
AWhy did he put you in cl
Angela tried to keep her
mi ssed you, t oo. Yes, | 6 m
back o
Her gentle reminder was ignored.
ACome on! o
AQuit stalling. 0O
Angela scowled, piercing those closest with a
cool gl ar e. AAdr i amadl r eco
deci de when heods able to
guestion youol|l have to as
hereor should I gdbackt o t he QZ mess ?0
They returned to their seats, leery and confused.
They wanted answers, but she could ondgyiver
them whentiwas timewhen instinct said to. Right
now, it said to set requirements on the respect they
showed her.
Angela walked through the fulness to the
cent er erthaak tlemanhdd for an instant. The

3Ot N



wooden table was covered inad wishes from the
entirecamp,even the benches.

Angela was still reading them when Tracy sat
down across from her.

Al t was Loe sTlriaecdigedi tuigd a
where it was due.

Angela traced the swirls and lines with an

absent finger, deep in tho
smapped her into the present place and time.

AWIi Il yborl meRé

Angela, relying heavily on manipulations to
keep control, under stood t
side, but she also saw them from her oWwn/Wh y
di dynwadu ask Charli e?o

Tracy di dmontswirling bek spaop  f
t hrough instant pot at oes.

him stay away from me if you find bad things. |
candét do that. o

AWhy not?06 Angela was al
answer.

Tracyo6s c hashekveice folveres to e d
an embarrassed mutter. HfAHe
AAnNd?0 Angela prompted,
known it was coming.

AAnd he sai d Thperdyltheday o me f
he makes a team. o

Angel a t ook t Mardtoldi him, sur
at |l east a year .o

Al know, but i n a year,
downéeo Tracy sighed, mi s e



wonodét be able to say no. I
have to keep him out. Il ca
Angela leaned closer, voice growing pointed.
ADo you honwilstake €hariehaiulh k
year to make a team?0o0
Tracy paled as she wunder
fifteen?o
Angel a wanted to comfort,
capable. She got as close to unbiased as she could.
Al doubt the camp woul d
Charlie appears to be able to do whatever he wants
in this campl i k eA dhrei@asidgsla stopped
herself from saying the rest.
Tracy missed the pause in her sweep of the
camp.
When she l i ngered over
there was no doulit meanttrouble
Ignoring the arriving people who called
greetings or camewardher, Angela stood up, now
fixed on the two men sitting alone with Jennifer.
They had their backs to the center tablessng the
sudden silence that allowedezyoneto hearthear
cruel words.

AShlodu have thrown you in
AJust a problem wedll h a\
AWe dondét want your kind

Angel ads pace quickened.
A Da mAngeta heardMalts st eps idbehi nc
mild cursemade her bracéor the noise that was
coming. Kyle had heard.

The mobsteflew by them an instant later.



Tucker and Anderson saw him comirg
maybe felt it. Both men hurried to defend
themselves, ut was already too late Ky | e 6 s f i
rained down like thick pistons, firing until blood

becan to drip.

Those closest scattered, but it was contained to
arear corner. Kyl ebs swift,
trapped.

Marc wai t ed for Angel a to
waited.

Dar vyl finally dqiadtenkKylfed D
bl eeding. 0

Kyl e s h o v e ldalf-chacolks F#amé s
away, spitting at hi m, Y
You show up for a meeting
on the spot! o

Marc was still waiting for Ange to stop this, to
t ake camhafmaleréalizedthats he wasnot
going to.lt was a camp les®n.Her first.

Kyle carefully picked Jennifer up and stepped
lightly. His face, terrifyingseconds before, waswo
concered and loving The instant flip was
powerful. The camp never saw Kyle when he was
at his most dangerous his most vulnerable.his
was a reminder that there was a reason he was their
top Eagle.

As he went by, Angela noticed Daryl giving
Crone, a member of their team, a nasty glare and
stored it. After handing out punishments to Seth and
Kyle, Daryl and his team had become looked to by
the camp as enforcers. Just like her predecessor had,



Angela was encouraging it. She knew Daryl was
spying on Crone, who he thought was spending too
much time with one of the
camp.

Angela turned to the two bloody men who were
slowly picking themselvesufh. Go s pend s ome
wi th Doug. He has chores. o

Tucker and Anderson were in no shape to argue.

As they limped off without even basic medical
car e, Angel a hit hmaewbutto
tothemaiimess Code Two. O

Code Two meat it had to be disinfected.
Angela helped the Eagles carry the soiled tables and
benches out of thmess The clearup crew would
spread sawdust over the blood splatters and then
work on the tablesWithin a short time, theness
would be restored. They were getting good at
cleaning p after themselves.

Angela turned to Kyle and Jennifer, and caught
the brief lookthathe exchanged with Tracy. the
quick glance, Angela read concern for Jennifer, but
al so a bond between him an
have been there. She sva 0 t t tone whon !l y
noticed

Wrapped over his arm, head on his big shoulder,
Jenniferalso sawthe look and instantly added up

thecluesi You | ied to me! o

Already leaving sporadic drips, blood began to
rol | over Kylebdés arm and f
splatters.

AWhereds he going with nc¢



Why is he allowed to bec:
Teacher b6s pet

The disorder around ther
mind and despair came for the first time. If they
coul dndét wunderstand that A
deserved what they gabhow would she ever get
themto fightforherih These peopl e don
chance against the governmert need more
weapons. O

Kevin grunted agreememti t h Angel aods
as they went to help the Eagles settle things down.

A group of men eating close bgxchanged
pointed looks. Each of the five men were Eagles,
but none of them had been
bonded duringieamworkand had been trying to
come up with an idea that would give them some
glory while doing something big for the camp.

A We a poo hds droppdhis eyes to the lunch
they were nearly finished
afewthing | i ke t haleraisedabrow, t i me
I ncl udi ngAnydnee | sstel?edr s. i

All of them raised a subtle fingeEngineers
were notoriousweapons examiners. Some loved
them and some hated them, but everyone wanted to
know how they worked.

Theor et urned t o homwidanhat
to meet in my tent after evening mess for cards?
Closed game. 0

The time was narrowed down and the five
Eaglesfaded back into obscuyit but the sense that
their purpose had just been revealed was clear.

g
A
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Charlie took Conner to Adrian, calling a quiet
greeting to John and Anne.

AHow i s he?0

Al 6l.d A dhaiechhrs weak voice

The boys each took a sidetbé bed as John left
Jennifeds cot t o l nspect Conn
pregnant girl was sedateldyle was in the chair at
her side, looking broken.

Charlie shot a quick thought to Adrian while
everyone was distracted.

Connert hi nks youbve dfemat her €
since him, that |1 6m yours.

| wish you wereAdrian slammed the wall down
too late.

Charlieds face darkened.

Adriands pain wa sk nolwno sltt
alwaysé mMarca

Charlie wt her ed u n d esarcashic s I
misery.il §mr ry. 0O

Adrian held out a hand.
hel p me stay out ?0

Charlie slowly took Adri
most of it anyway, came from remembering how
hedbd once wished fauhavAdr i a
to leave them alee. It will destroy Saf Haven.

nl o6d never hurt my shee
relaxed as sleep claimed him again.



Al believe in you.o0 Chal
understanding the drugs we
mind right now.

Conner turned to find Charlie bent low in
concern,hang r i ppi ng Adri anodos.

He promi sed! He wasnot s
kidsslConner straightened, rag
your mother, too?0

Charlie gently covered A«
usel her for bait to draw out théasers. It saved the
whole campand turned her i nto
know most days. o0

Conner tried to sneer, but the pain of losing his
mom made him sympathetic to the misery he read
I n Ch mind. Heeditled foawarningi Wa t ¢ h
out. Once heds in her head

Charlieundest ood t hat dés why Ad
stayout, not away. The more time he spent with her
mentally, the stronger the bond would become.

Charlie flashed a surpri s
d o n 6t it, kuhyouyust helped me ouiig time.
| may even owe youfart . 0O

Charlie left without explaining that if he spent
mental time with Tracy, she would want himore
|t al ways worked that way
Adrian himself said so during one of their private
talks?

Yes Charlie pulled up the correct memonefil

AThey dondét even have to
to start. Be careful who you choose to ensnare. You
may not be able to get rid



Charl i ebs pace gui ckened
what to do now. He did owe Conner. Maybe they
could even be friends or sothang once Conner
was placed in the Jr. Eagl
with Conner until that happened. An unproven
friend didndot plaasct or 1 nto

5

ARThe bl eedi ngjussanagepod d, b
time. Nowayshe |l | inmakteo September.

Angela had been fairly sure, but she was also
hoping she was wrong. If nothing changed, the
twins would be here before
Adri an?o

John gesturedi He 6 |.0l | i ve

Angela had been waiting to hear John say it
before lettingherselb e | i eve. She hadni
either. His wouads had become infected so fast that
it was a miracle When wi | | heeéo

AA wai U ®eeahaready heard the question
too many times to pretend he had patience fief t
| east two weeks. O

Angela understood John was protecting his
patient, but these people needed Adbackat the
helm as soon as possibieAny chance of h
He wondot want to | i e arour
full of energy. o

John wasnodét ready toa den)
be surprised. 0



Angela had to | et It go
huh?060 She sighed, staring
calmed face. Want to or not, she could tell how
weak he was, how the infection had drained him.

AFi ne. | 61 1 adjust HWHowr two
soon can he travel ?0

Five days for camp trave
T o o .0l oAnggdgused her plan AHave
him ready in three.o

She di dnot stay t o hear
already knew. They were on a deadline. She
coul dndét afford the extra
mi ght cost them in the enc
thechanceJ enni fer and Adrianos
covered as best they could. The rest was up to fate.

A Go o d.o gA d was aunfacing in quick,
blurry moments.

John scowlecat Adri ands,buender
di dnodt. sShoel was Saf ee Haver
camp came first. Adrian had trained her well, and
John hated him a little for it. The gentle Angela who
had joined them in South
back.

Angela went to the littleness refusing to dwell
on morbid thoughts S h e d itoccall&évinn e e d
over when he saw her quick stride. He appeared at
her hip with his notebook out before she could hit
the button on her radio.

Angela settled at the center table as Li Sing
hurried over with hot tea. She thad him, and
waited until he was out of earshot to stgnting

n
n



instructionsn Adr i an nmagcausess Tihey o1 |
each have five minutes, every day for the next three.
Tel | them |I said heds empt
Adrian was forced to draw.He 0 s usual |
surrounded, and theayayneed t o 1 nsi st .
Confused, Kevin noted it
| €0
ATal k to Kenn and Kyl e fi
days for some reasothat | should probably be
worried over. o
Kevin didnot | ikatt hat. Of
Angela didnoét tell him ni
new joli spying and rumegatheringjwas what
would keep a leader abreast of coming trouflé.
want Leslie on the QZ today.i@ her a senior man
who wonoét be a distraction
wor K these kids. o
AngelasawPeggy and Hilda walking by on the
other side of the tape, and Anne coming from inside
the QZ toward them. The trio stopped, talking
casually at first, but the conversation apparently
took an interesting turn because all three dEw
lowered their voices and went toward a less traveled
section of the circular path that wound through
camp.
Curious, but not worried, Angela turned to tell
Kevin to find out what that was about, and found
him already writing it down.
She di dmodenhcouwafyedment, bua Kevin
couldf e el t hat h et dightenpd teea s e d
shadows on his scruffy face.



AHow are you adjusting
hand?od

A T h aiar.sHe wasleery of traps.

AYou know what | meant. o
Kevin did. Al tos differer
AYoudy etao give it up?o
Aware of the wording, Ke\
AR Good. Youdre quiet, you

far, |l 6m not falling behin
I n a rookie. 0

Kevin was startled into a place of contentment
t hat he hadnokingKhisomasnhow e wa
Kenn and the others felt when thdil something
right. Ités..amazing.

Angela motioned toward t
stayed with Adrian until dawn. She could use
breakfast in bed today. Fe

Kevin di dn 0 tasked etveicd. He o b e
assumed it was a reward for sticking with the duty
hedd been given.

Angela let him think that, smothering the guilt.

She had a short amount of time to work on this first

pl an. The Majordés men sho
within the next ten days. That was how long she had

to persuade the camp to fight, and a great deal of

that success would rest upon Matt and Mitch
behavinpagss he 6d f or eseen.

Al C 0 u n thedr dwealmesses Angel a
listered to Kevin load up a tray and leave.T w o
dogs for a herd of three hundredheep and
shepherds We dve done worse. o



Angela stared at thants rooting through their
evergrowing garbage pile,d#ezing S he dd j ust
an idea so unimaginable that the new leader inside
had insisted she explore it.

The ants viewed Safe Haven as a food source,
often digging up anything they buried. And they
were aggressive about defending their hildghich
they built wherver Safe Haven stayed camped. It
was leaving behind a mutation legacy in ev&ate;
it was also drail for fresh antlings to follow so that
they could catch up to the colony.

Angela had littt doubt that the hills were
stocked with food and protectors. The ants were
evolving at an alarming rate and every sign she
picked out screamed intelligence. For example, the
bait balls no longer worked. The colony simply
sacrificed a few of their soldiets carry the poison
away from the hills. They buried it out of the scent
line and then crawled off to die alone. Samantha and
Neil had complete documentation on that one.
Theyod been sent out on
observation trips during
Theydéd discovered that the
the towns as the colony went by. That could be
useful.

AYou go

t anything for me’
Angel a hadnot

real i zed he
today. AnYes, actwually. Ni c
Kyl e di dthdaiteddc|ldbdlekved t

on Adr i ano0s knbvawhatitreeandiTheg h t o
difference was that Kenn was usually the one who



had the honor of hearing the new idea or plan first.
He al so didndét say he coul
in that tent any longer. She knew.
A As k , abdtlgen Jennifer, this question: Can
they talk to the ants?090
Kyle stared, dumbfounded
Angela returned to her thinking. What would
the insects want if someone could bridge the
communication gap?
Kyl e recovered sl owly. #)
Angel ads aacowett wasnot
Al f she wants you too kno\
Kyle waved Billy over to cover his post, going
to the tentvhere they had Dog stashekpparently,
there was a |l ot he stildl (
and her gifts, and this was a bad time tddwe on
details.

6
As Angela left the mess, she sa®amantha
climb from the front seat

couple had moved there when the rain began.

Angela saw the gentle kiss Samantha placed on
his cheek, the way she smoothed hair back over his
sleging face. That was more than the response of a
close friend ora relief source. Samantha loved
Jeremy.

Angel a hadnot reali zed
Samantha to have real feelings for both males, and
she stared hard, thinking it through. For every



action, there was always an equald opposite
reaction...

Samant ha went to her tea
answeringhe silent questions. Angela had her own
triangle going on. Sheodd f

Angela scowled at the thought, turning to watch
John and Anne enter the medical tent.

Samantha waited, slightly impatient and a bit
groggy. When Jeremy woke, in@uld come for her
and she wanted to be too busy to talk until he cooled
off. Hoping to speed things along, Samantha took
her notebook out and found a pen. She rubbed at her
hip, thinking at least now she knew where the red
|l ine had come fr oedthef®he ha
was in her pocket when she crashed.

Al want a | ist of things
easiel®© A n g eddaut Ipsi gmder movements
through the medical tent window.

Samant ha started writing
carrying a gophetto stay with him. Less climbing.
| 611 ask Neil. Pain relief
give It to meeéo

Angela waited.

Al 61l 1 haved Muaarntdugashikee h e r
as s i g n thtbemtomer warkt him,sosh& o n 6 t
say no. More resteo

ASay that again. oo

Samanthat ensed at the order.

APain relief. o



Samanth® s shoul ders wunhitch
what we should have been giviogncer patientasl
along, right? I read a Post articleo i t . 0O

Angela raised a brovand Samantha quickly
explainedi Sci enti sts werand br ewi
an oll, Il think. Theydd sent |
rat s, but t he gover nment
fundi ng. o

Angel a di dnét have to co
this one. AnTel | Tonly@amt hat
payinga trade of her choice. 0O

Samantha went toward the cougddents to
deliver the messages, unde
want Marc to owe Tonya. Samantha agreed with
that choice. Reformed or not, the hedd was
dangerous.

7
Jeremy di dnodot Thedreamhado wall
pulled him in deep and the flashing numbers in his
mind were definitely a pattern. If he could stay here
in the dark with Samantha, he could get the last two
numbers and break tleede.
AWhy do you need to?o0
Samanthads voice didnot
cringed. No one was supposed to know of his
obsession.

AToo | atoe Sasead ancutratdone
N But I have to know why. I
hi m not even you.oO



Al 6 m traitotd al e was sty trying to
memorize the next two numbers.

ATheyol |l be able to trac
code. O

Jeremy knew thatouti t di dndét matt e
to do this. o

AWhy ?o0

Al donot know. I wake uf
code, you, and the futei in that ordeio

Al canot |l et you have it

Samanth&atedtodenyhim fiThe ri sk i s
The darkness around them lightened and the
flashing roman numerals vanished.
ANo! O
ARJeremy! o
Jeremy snapped awake with a sn&8dmantha
knew the code and she wasn
AJeremy, you up?o
A Y elaodh
Daryl frowned at the curt ton€l You have
sniper duty over the boss
Which on€ Jeremysat up.i Ok aleddd d n 6t
care who their leader was right now. Being denied
the final numbers was more than frasging and he
got upwith a fresh scowl of anger. It would be a
long day. He had QZ duty after snip@unds and
until he could be alone with Samantha, everyone
had better stay out of his way.



ASet hds back. o
Angela hithemikee A Copy. O
Shewent to observe his team purdh into the

QZ parking area.

Seth came straightto hédr. T h ey 6Ttreed go n e
to give us the slip during thed. We tracked them

until dawn theywe nt west . 0O
AThat wi | | haveotAndel ag «

pushedaway the lingering concern. She would have

preferred nasurvivors.
Seth frowned slightloy. @)
Angela heard the unspoken wairtls6 | backg o

and do it. | OmiNapabhlee 99

comebackhereWe have bigger prob
Both of them glanced toward the medical tent,

where John and weée maidgs s ha
calmly.
AAnyt hing el se out t her e

know about ?0
Sdh thought of e enormous herd of elk

moving noth, though it was now officiallgummer.

ANot hing we havenodt been o
AOkay. Get some rest. o
Seth waved off the compassion. All he wanted

right now was Becky. Being around those hard

females had reminded Seth of his duty to her. He

was going to increase Beck

body had received some recovery time. In a few

months, she would be as dangerous as those snakes.

Then, he would start handling her other needs.



Mental healing s a slow process and Becky
needed a guide through it.

9
nGet of f me , Neil !l o
fnMake me. O

Al 6m warning Yyoueéeo

Neil braced, buhed i dndt | et her uj
floor. It was her first Kai lessoputh e 6d done
differently with her, based on her terrors. Every
lesson she got from him for a while would be hands

on to help her |l earn to fi
Becky felt the ugly rage e its head and
snapped her mouth shut. Ne

much she hated to be touchmalv. He had to learn
to respect her.
Becky let the anger loose.

Seth broke into a run at the sight of smoke
oozing through tiny holes in their tent.

He shovednside the smoldering canvas to find
Neil on his knees, eyes bugging.

A S e t Bedky ran to embrace him and the
trance broke, letting Neil free.

He f el l onto the floor wi

Becky giggled, letting Seth hold her tightky.|
gotNeilHe dkdo@wt what | can do

Seth | et out t he breath

realizing Neil was giving a lesson. Around them, the
tiny holes were growing, slowly burning through



the damp fabric. That, with the puddle in the corner
and broken plastic scattered assdhe floor, said he

hadnot remained i n control
Nei | wa s n fugt drawiogr in magged
breaths

Seth gently pushedshd8ecky
do toyou? O

Neil groaned. AThere was
saidonlyp hy si c al attacks wor Kk
ASo, I ki ck.ed Bhbdhrkmgedo r r €

fiHe hit the stove when he
But she didnot sound sorr

happy.

Sethsmirkedii Paybacksoare a bit
Nei l moaned again. AYou |
Beckyds easy | aughter f|
AHe | anded on my knife, I
to say so. He needs stitch
Seth threw his hands wup.
about Beckyii Co me o n, t hilm;iyau You

hel p carry him. oo
Becky slid an arm around Neil witbho
hesitating
Seth filed that as they got the dazed trooper to
his feet.
Blood smeared over their hands and arms in the
processBec ky f r ownee dh uriitY.oou a
Seth shayed quiet as they carried him to John.
Becky had touched Neila nd n o wshowrh e 6 d
concern for him. She didnbo



Neil had the same thought, but it was hard to
concentrate through the throbbing. He should have

been expecting the physicakbation. That 6| | t ec
meto ignore rumors.
Samant ha appear edSethat S

prepared to defend sBecky.
would find this funny.
AWhat happened?o
ARebecca got aolittliwasca
only concessioibethmeant to give.
Samanthat ur ned an ueg gl ar
t hought vyou said hedd be o
Sethhuffedi | t wasndét mykai dea t
lessoh 0O
Samantha took that in the same way Seth had
Becky was recovering. She cledr her throat.
AWell, he knows to be more
Becky moved so that Samantha could take her
place, thersheslid under the shelter and isolation
of Sethds free .arm. She di
Al | of them understood he
extendedd Samantha.
Neil, trying not to hit his knees again, pulled out
of their grip. ATheassdoct o
togetheand reattach my ball s.
The trio behind him was still cackling when
Neil disappeared into the tent.
Samantha quieted firstekkmy was coming her
way.



She | eaned Jerenyeedsito @elt h . |
of f a bit. Thi nk your g
distraction lessoi ? 0

Seth saw Beckyods eager gr
want bothyour menin the tent with Adrian, you
couldjusttellusy ou know. Yoburtdonot
them to get them there. o

Samantha smirked and ducked out of sight
behind the water tanker.

Her shadow, Alex, hurried to catch up as Seth
and Becky intercepted Jeremy.
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AHere is the baslkietSiymog :
it on her table.

Angela quickly thanked him and left. She had a
test to run. It was a small one that she expected few
people to notice, but there was a sense that it
mattered more than she knew at this point.

AWhat 1 s she.. .0 Jake hii
before consi der i Wactotthee c on
Nur sery. o

Angela turned around to glare at the rookie.
Donét do that again.

The order rangas ifaheléak e 0
slapped himY e s , ma o6 am.

Angela stormed out of the perimeter, basket in
hand Shewe nt further than she
anger.

Let it go. This is new to them.



Adri andéds weak voice i n h
Wi nce. She didnot want hi m
|l 6d | 1 ke to watch.

Angela sighed, grabbing a handful of the food
as the soldier ants began to take notice of en
minutes then get out

Adrian stayed silent, sensing the walls she was
hastily constructing to keep him out of her thoughts.
He didndét tr ytobserved. ddsoonn t h
asMarcarrived, he would pull back anvdatchfrom
that angle.

Angela tossed a handful of the food into a heavy
center of the busy a